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Abstract

Changes in the Political
Landscape of the Anra Region
in the Sixth Century and the

“Imnailbonbu”

Joo, Hyungang
History Education Major,
Department of Social Studies Education

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study determined the meaning of the “establishment of
Imna’’ as argued by Baekje in Nihon Shoki (The Chronicles of
Japan) and confirmed the identity of Imnailbonbu that existed during
the era, with the aim to take a step closer to the historical facts
regarding the international relations in the first half of the sixth
century when Gaya was gradually failing. Although Anra is said to
have fallen during the reign of King Beopheung, according to
Samguksagi (History of the Three Kingdoms), the Nihon Shoki states
that Anra was more active in the 540s after the death of King
Beopheung. This study began with the need to understand this issue
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for an accurate analysis of the situation during the final years of
Gaya.

In the middle of the fourth century, Baekje, Imna, and the Wae
(Japan) formed a close relationship with Taksun as an intermediary.
During the era, the small states of Gaya formed a duplex setup
system in the name of “Imna,” with Anra at the center. The leader
of Imna at this stage was Anra, which was a vassal state to Baekje.
Baekje installed the Imnailbonbu in this Imna. Imnailbonbu was a
public office for land management established to acquire cultural
artifacts Baekje sent to the Wae and procure goods to support the
Baekje people who were dispatched to Japan.

However, Baekje lost its capital in the late fifth century as King
Jangsu lost Hanseong. As a result, Baekje's influence on Imna
weakened, which shook Imna’s regime as a vassal state to Baekje. In
such circumstances, Baekje attempted to implement its “establishment
of Imna’’ plan to reestablish the former Imna regime.

In the sixth century, Silla’'s expedition to Gaya began in full
swing. Silla installed a sogyeong in Anra in 514 and implemented
conciliatory and integrative policies on the neighboring small states of
Gaya, thereby subjugating many of the Gaya states. Baekje's
“establishment of Imna” policy, however, was unsuccessful. As Baekje
lost the Battle of Gwansanseong Fortress in 554, Baekje's plan to
reestablish Imna was thwarted, and Gaya was eventually conquered

by Silla.

Key Words: sixth century, Imna, Anra, establishment of Imna,
Imnailbonbu, Ashichon-sogyeong
Student Number . 2018-22071
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