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Abstract

Caring experience
of infant teachers for children

with Developmental delay

Na Bo Yeun
Dept. of program in early childhood education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this study was to explore the experiences in caring
children with developmental delays of infant teachers at child care
center as it i1s, and find out how they care for the children with
developmental delays, what they experience in the process, and what
the experiences mean to them. In particular, this study intends to
look at how the experiences vary depending on the environment

surrounding the teachers and children, and the various relationships
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formed by the teachers at child care center. The following are the
main research questions.

First, What do infant teachers experience through their caring of
children with developmental delays.

Second, How do the experiences of infant teachers differ
depending on their relational characteristics at child care center?

This study used the purposive sampling method and the snowball
sampling method to select seven infant teachers who have
experiences in caring children with developmental delays as the
participants. After that, individual interviews with each participant in
this study were conducted to gather data based on their stories of
caring experiences. The main findings from these research questions
of this study are as follows;

First, the participants in the study experienced various emotions
such as rewarding, pleasure, pride, appreciation, and understanding,
etc. as well as difficulties when caring children with developmental
delays.

Second, the participants in the study focused on "what they can”
rather than "what they can’t” in their caring process of children with
developmental delays. Through this, children were able to experience
new things more, and they came to have more things available on
their own without help from others.

Third, the participants in the study were able to do a richer and
higher quality of caring by establishing relationships with not only
the children but also their parents and various members in the caring

center. This indicates the importance of maintaining a mutually
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cooperative relationship in all the various relationships formed by the
teachers, as the quality of the relationship by one pair affects the
quality of the relationship by other pairs.

Fourth, both the teachers and children have experienced changes in
various aspects of the caring experiences for children with
developmental delays. In the case of the children, they showed what
they have grown up at their own pace over time, and the teachers
also showed to recognize the children with developmental delays as
beings with the possibility of changes in the process and perceive the
developmental delay as an individual’s tendency, not as a defect or
weakness.

Fifth, the participants in the study were able to establish their
self-identity and self-efficacy as a teacher as they care children with
developmental delays. They came to know that they were playing an
important role and a worthy person through their experiencing of
some changes in the children with developmental delays and also
cooperation and support from surrounding relationships.

Sixth, the participants in the study understood caring center as a
space meaningful enough for children’s growth and development, not
just a place where children with developmental delays spend for a
certain time. This played a positive role in the growth and
development of children because they can establish relations with
their peers, experience small societies, and understand how their daily
lives are going through the caring center.

This study has a meaning that it called attention to the importance

of their expertise and role of infant teachers by showing up the
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experiences in caring children with developmental delays by infant
teachers as it is, unlike previous studies viewed it from a negative
perspective, such as difficulty and stress. This study 1is also
meaningful in that it understood the caring experiences from a more
diverse perspective by looking into the relational characteristics
surrounding infant teachers. Finally, this study has a meaning that
since it viewed the developmental characteristics of ’'developmental
delay’ from a perspective of social difference not as a matter to
overcome and prevent, it was able to reveal the growth and changes
that they experience in caring center. Therefore, through this study, it
will be helpful for our society to see them as individuals living in the
world, breaking away from the prejudices, negative perceptions, and

limitations of children with developmental delays.
keywords : Developmental delays, Infant teacher, Relationships

formed by the teachers, Teacher‘s professionalism

Student Number - 2019-28396
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