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Abstract

Regional differences in life

satisfaction . Focusing on the

contextual effects of apartment

Jaehoon Cho
Department of Sociology
Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study aims to discover the regional differences in life
satisfaction in relation with regional apartment prices. The
relationship between economic factors and life satisfaction has been
discussed in many prior studies, but the relationship is not simply
explained. In general, individual-level economic factors represented by
income are known to increase life satisfaction, but prior research
suggests that these correlations may vary in different context.
Meanwhile, prior studies which considered the contextual effects on
this topic take regional average income into account. However, these
attempts have limitations in that they are overly dependent on
psychological variables, and that they failed to provide realistic
explanations. Therefore, this study tried to analyze differences in life

satisfaction between regions by including apartment prices as a
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contextual effect, in order to overcome the limitations of prior studies
and to reflect themore realistic circumstances that the Korean society
faces.

This study used the Korea General Social Survey data in 2016,
alongside with actual transaction prices of apartments that are
provided by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport, in
order to statistically examine how the difference in life satisfaction
varies depending on the price of apartments in regions, by using a
multilevel model. The results of this study are as follows: First, the
results of the previous study, which showed that life satisfaction
depends on the income of individuals, were supported. Second, the
higher the average price of apartments in the area, the greater the
increase in life satisfaction due to income. Third, the greater the
deviation in apartment prices in the region, the greater the increase
in life satisfaction due to income. In other words, if the price of
apartments in the region is higher than that of other regions, or if
the price deviation is larger in the region, the difference in life
satisfaction between high—-income and low-income individuals is
larger.

This study is meaningful in that it reveals the differences of life
satisfaction among regions by considering apartments as contextual
effects, which have complex meanings in Korea. Particularly, it is
meaningful in that it explained the process in which inequality
between and within regions leads to differences in life satisfaction in

Korea.
keywords : Region, Apartment, Inequality, Contextual Effects, Life

Satisfaction
Student Number : 2019-27092
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