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Abstract

Where Central and Local
Politics Meet:

Party Organization during the 21st National

Assembly Election in Korea

Lee, Junhee

Department of Political Science
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This thesis examines the bilateral relationship between central
politics and local politics during the 21" National Assembly
Election in 2020. The literature on the coordination between
central and local politics thus far has shown that the party
nomination system of S. Korea has forced local politicians to
become subordinates of the party leaders in Congress, resulting
a largely one-sided relationship. Scholars have long theorized so
because without the nomination of the central party, it is
nearly impossible for a local politiclan to win in their district.
Therefore, most scholars concluded that local politicians are
subordinated to the members of Congress or chairman of local

congressional districts who are party nominees to the
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Congressional Election.

However, this thesis argues that local politicians have their
own advantages, such as fine—grained district population data,
personal connections, and pledges from the constituents:
without the support of local politicians, the politicians 1n
congress are likely to be negatively impacted. Contrary to
expectation, local politicians started to gain more power since
the abolition of the electoral district chapter in 2004. Exactly
because the local branches lost any legal and institutional
status, the function had to be carried by informal structure and
personal relationship. If local politicians  support the
congressional candidate, the candidate i1s able to leverage the
local data and support to create more effective political
strategies which dramatically increases their chances of winning
the election. In order to find out the true impact that local
politiclans have, the research conducted three in—depth
interviews with local politicians who accepted a core position
within a congressional candidate’s campaign.

Results show that local politicians ultimately decide whether
or not to provide the congressional candidate with localized data
and customized support: local politicians play one of the most
consequential role in the campaign. Interviews further revealed
that the personal relationship between the congressional
candidate and local politicians largely determines whom the
local politician will support in the congressional elections as
well as the primaries. Lastly, results from the interviews
confirmed the hypothesis that local politicians and congressional

leaders were in a symbiotic relationship, and that each side had
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something to gain by helping the other.

Keywords : Election, Local Politics, Party, Electoral District
Chapter
Student Number : 2018-28748
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