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1 Z(preservation) M 3}(change)
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T3 8012015 AW} Ado] HEZ AW ofeg} QIxto] ¥hE &

2

6) L2EF(201002 AUNZE &f70d 9] F-FAHd (common property resource)©] obd 4]
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Abstract

New Publicness and Women Subjects
through Local Arts and Culture
Activities

- Case Study of (Mogi-dong community) -

Hyunah Lee
Interdisciplinary Program in Gender Studies
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this study is to prove the meaning and potential of women’s local
community activities in Korean society since the 2010s, when ‘Maeul community
projects’ appeared and the concept of a new citizen led democracy was actively
introduced. Accordingly, the case study was conducted on <Mogi-dong arts and culture
community>, which has been active and mainly operated by women in the local
community for more than 10 years. <Mogi-dong Community> started from a small-scale
relationship of people holding small festivals together when two arts project managers in
public art opened a cafe in ‘Mogi-dong (Mok2-dong)’ in Seoul and started living in
‘Mogi-dong’. Although they started out with a simple goal, which was just to become
‘a neighbor’, they produced various achievements and led to the emergence of a strong

local community. They have developed legal and institutional frameworks such as
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cooperatives, and have grown to become counterparts of local government policies by
making their activities into local commons. This study sought to find out the meanings
through the participants’ voices of <Mogi-dong community> and tried to understand
them as the subject of the local community. It focused on what kind of people they
were, their experiences, and how they have developed <Mogi-dong community> in

terms of their unique operating principles.

Most of the participants in <Mogi-dong community> were women, but their
experiences escaped the structure of ‘woman = mother, motivation for participation =
co-parenting” which easily could be found in the existing ‘Maeul community projects’.
The arts project managers became ‘a neighbor’ dreaming that work and life should not
be separated and, they participated in <Mogi-dong community> while they kept their
passion for arts. The participants of <Mogi-dong Community> found it as a place where
they could exist as ‘I’ rather than being buried in their families, without giving up the
context of their own life. Therefore, they were finally able to do arts and culture
activities more independently and autonomously. Obviously, arts and culture activities
were not just a hobby for them, however it was a serious process of identifying one’s
self and self-proving as a social being. Based on their daily experiences, they felt
pleasure through the activities, and were able to develop a common sense of
consideration, trust, and inclusion. Through the joyful experience of the festival, they
found their identity as ‘people who are together with the festival’, and shared the
spatiality at the beginning in the cafe, called ‘Sookyoungwon’ which eventually has led
<Mogi-dong community>. Three cooperatives were formed: ‘Cooperative Cafe Village’,
‘Mogi-dong Village School Social Cooperative’, and ‘Housing Cooperative Living
Together’, which became the institutional frameworks for stabilizing <Mogi-dong
community>. The participants of <Mogi-dong community> with intimacy expressed in
‘chatting’ and horizontal communication capabilities took a great deal of pride in
creating ‘our own rules’ autonomously without being controlled by externally given

goals or bureaucratic languages. When making decisions, they took enough time for

- 137 - 2] 21 &



AY B3 e e T3 & A=

of

343 44 FA

Mo

deliberation. Even if there were differences and conflicts, they showed the signs of an
alternative democracy putting greater significance on the process of solving issues
together through communication and reflection. They have begun to take care of each
other to practice ‘caring together’. By expanding it to the local community, the unique
value for ‘caring’” which has led to the social agreements solving local problems
together, has created. <Mogi-dong community> has made the achievements such as
‘Mogi-dong Festival’, ‘Cooperative Cafe Village’, and ‘Mogi-dong Village School Social
Cooperative’. They were not only for the women themselves but also for everyone as
a common asset of villages and regions, that is, the local commons. <Mogi-dong
community> has been spreading their capacities and values to Yangcheon-gu beyond
neighborhoods and alleys, also it has become a counterpart of Yangcheon-gu’s policies
for arts and culture. In spite of such expansion and growth, the participants of
<Mogi-dong Community> came back to continue their arts and culture activities in
Mogi-dong without losing their original spirit. They have dreamed to continue arts and
culture activities by creating ‘Alley Cultural Foundation’, directly run by the community,

while making the previous achievements as a common for the region.

The theoretical implications of this study are as follows. First, this study focused on
the experiences of women who have actively participated in <Mogi-dong Community>
based on arts and culture, and reviews the emerging of new democracy resulted from
their activities. Second, the participants who have engaged in local community activities
while maintaining the context of daily life should have been evaluated fairly with their
competences in terms of relationship, consideration, and sense of care. Third, the
activities of <Mogi-dong community> could be a concrete example of ‘life politics’
which led from life to the political process. Fourth, therefore the study assumed that the
result which has been created and developed by the activities would fit into the concept
of cultural democracy. Fifth, through the activities of the <Mogi-dong Community>, the

accumulation of commons and the possibility of new publicness were presented.

The policy suggestions according to this are: First, the most important thing in

- 138 - 2] 21 &



Abstract

promoting ‘Maeul community projects’ or ‘governance projects on public sector’ is not
about measuring the quantitative performance, but the context for the participants and
their local life. Also, it needs to be emphasized to confirm and monitor how well the
participants’ voices are reflected, whether the process is transparent and democratic, also
the contents and results of the promotions in the aspects of their local life. Second,
policies and supports for citizens’ arts and culture activities are necessary in order to
encourage growth of arts and culture activities, but they must be carefully designed so

as not to undermine participants’ capacity for arts and culture and their autonomy.

Key words: women subjects, arts and culture, local community, commons, publicness,

democracy
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