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Abstract

Reading Yun Humyong™ s Novels

—Perspective of Travel Literature

Sathya Balasooriya
Department of Korean Language and Literature
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This thesis aims to realize the meaning of life through travel by
studying Yoon Hu—Myung's novels through the perspective of travel
literature. He became a novelist after winning a prize for his first
short story <The Tomb>in 1979. Since the protagonist in Yun's
works is always travel in the novel, Korean critics criticize that most
of his novels can be contained in the category of travel fiction.
However, Yun's works do not be subject to research as other works
in Korean travel fiction. The reason is Yun's novels are not as close
to reality as other Korean travel fiction. Although travel fiction from
the 30s are still being studied in Korean travel literature other new
travel novels are not getting much attention. This is also a reason
for the less improvement of Korean travel literature. Therefore,

through this study, I would like to find the value of Yun's novels
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which have not been frequently studied in Korean literature. The
protagonist in Yun's novels is traveling to various places in each
novel. This study is focusing on <Love of Dunhuang> <Gangeung>
<The White Boat> which narrators are traveled to cities in Korea
like Seoul, Ansan and other foreign lands like central Asia,
Dunhuang. And also, other works of Yun's include a variety of
foreign lands that have hardly appeared in other Korean travel
fiction. Other characteristics of the author's works are that the story
of the fiction has connected with symbols and artifacts. The main
character of the novel who travels and meets strangers has always
confirmed his existence through these symbols. Therefore in
chapter one, we will focus on the meaning of the symbols and the

role of the other characters in the novel.

Silk Road has played a huge role in Korean history and it is the road
where Korea opened to the West. And Yun is making this Silk road
to a platform in his novels to reach to West again. Yun writes first—
person novels. In each novel, the narrator is exploring himself
through travel. The narrator is always anxious about his life and
tries to find the meaning of his life that cannot have absoluteness. In
the novel love, makes him feel the futility of life. Therefore, he
seeks the futility and enlightenment of life through his journey. The
writer who walks on the silk road to reveal himself also bought new
forms from the West to the Korean literature world. So, in Chapter
2, we focus on how the writer used the Silk road in his novels and
how he got influenced by the West. And also, this paper aims on the
way the writer uses elements of Quest literature and the value of his

novels.
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