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Abstract

A Comparative Research of Jeong Cheol’s
Jeonhu Miingok (B2 3E A1)
and Nguyen Gia Thieu’s
Cung Oan Ngam Khuc (Z 755 H)

-From the Perspective of Yeongun Siga (& FF#k)-

Nguyen Hong Thuy
Dept. of Korean Language and Literature

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The objective of this paper is to compare Jeong Cheol’'s (&B7i)
Jeonhu Miingok (Hit%k55 Afh), (which is the term for both Samiingok
(&AM and Sokmiingok (#5 Aih) ), and Nguyen Gia Thieu's (B
%) Cung Oan Ngam Khue (F5W%1l) and to also deepen the
understanding of both national languages and literature developed in
South Korea and Vietnam, which are within the range of an universal
language.

First, Chapter II introduces the lives of Jeong Cheol and Nguyen Gia

Thieu along with background stories behind their creation of work. To

- 125 - M =-TH



understand Cung Oan Ngam Khuc, which is particularly unfamiliar, it
describes the formation and development process of Vietnamese folk
literature, Chu Nom, and the long poem genre, Ngam Khuc (Vil).
Ngam Khuc which is one of Vietnam’s medieval literature genres, is in
the Song that luc bat format (7-7-6-8 format), and is a long Chu Nom
poem which is lyrical and sings of endless sorrow and pain.

Samiingok and Sokmiingok are the pieces that Jeong Cheol wrote in
the 16th century when he left his position in the government and
moved to the countryside. They speak upon about missing their lover
during the process of leaving their government position. Cung QOan
Ngam Khuc 1s the Ngam Khuc piece written by Nguyen Gia Thieu in
the 18th century, and is presumed to have been written when the
author left the government position or was politically isolated. Jeonhu
Miingok and Cung Oan Ngam Khuc all share similarities as both male
authors speak in the voices of the female speakers abandoned by their
lovers and all belong to the genre of the unique long poems written in
the national languages.

Chapter III reviews the differences between the works by analyzing
their compositions and sentiments of the poetic speakers. Jeonhu
Miingok are repeated GHEAEHS) tetrameter pieces and follow a
continuous structure. While Samiingok maintains such structure through
the flow of the four seasons, Sokmiingok does so through a dialogue
from an imaginary character. Within the works, spaces are represented
vertically with the heavens where the love one resides, and the earthly
world where the speakers are. Time is shown as a cycle of the four
seasons and is travels from the past to the present. The cyclic and
repetitive flow of time symbolizes the eternal love for their lover. As
the speakers were born with absolute love for the lover, they solely
blame themselves for the parting. Their love never changes after the

passing of the four seasons and ultimately face their death. The
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speakers possess a desperate and one-sided hope that they would
eventually overcome their parting through death and enjoy the
happiness of reuniting once again with their love.

Cung Oan Ngam Khuc is in the Song that luc bat format (7-7-6-8
format) and four lines form a paragraph. There is no limit to the
length of the work, but it usually ends with a group of four lines. As
the characteristic of this genre, the speaker summarizes a personal
story, makes a small conclusion in each paragraph, and brings certain
parts of the previous paragraph’s contents into the next paragraph. Due
to this sporadic (Eiff1Y)) structure, Cung Oan Ngam Khuc is created in
a way that the author continuously moans as if she carries great
sadness and longing for another. As the speaker has been independent
from their lover since the age of birth, she does not show absolute love
like the speaker of Jeonhu Miingok. She misses her lover when she
thinks of the time she spent with him; however, she blames him when
she returns to the miserable, lonely present. By repeatedly crossing
from the past and present and the happiness from the past and sorrow
in the present, the sense of disconnection between the speaker and the
lover becomes more powerful.

Chapter IV derives the meanings of the works based on results of a
comparative analysis. Jeong Cheol and Nguyen Gia Thieu are noblemen
from the medieval era who could have the ability to create Chinese
poetry and writings skillfully. However, to sing for their lovers, they
wrote the long poems in their national languages rather than in
Chinese. Through the national-language literature including Korean
propositions in Samiingok, honorifics and normal words in Sokmiingok,
and proverbs, folk songs, and colloquial styles in Cung Oan Ngam
Khue, the authors were able to include the unique beauty and
characteristics of each country’s language and express their situations

and emotions.
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While Jeonhu Miingok and Cung QOan Ngam Khuc shares
similarities that they are both Yeongun Siga (&4 #§#k) in which they
long for their kings, aspects of this Yeongun (f##}) spirit are shown
differently through the works. Jeonhu Miingok, written during the
Joseon Dynasty when the Kkingship was solidified through Confucian
ideologies, clearly demonstrates the relationship between the sovereign
and subject and continuously sings of absolute love for the lover. No
matter how the lover’s attitude changes, the speaker’s love does not
change and continues the same. On the other hand, Cung Oan Ngam
Khuc, written during the time when Confucianism and Buddhism
coexisted, includes Buddhist ideologies as well as the Yeongun (f&##)
spirit. In Vietnam during the time when Cung Oan Ngam Khuc was
created, there were many works actively reflecting the awareness of
women. Female figures emerged often in the works, and many female
authors appeared as well to faithfully sing their feelings and desires in
the passages. Due to the differences, Jeonhu Miingok's speakers are
‘subordinate’ beings who miss their lover regardless of the lovers’
attitudes and behaviors, and show a loyal spirit based on the sovereign
and subject relationship. However, Cung Oan Ngam Khucs speaker is
an independent woman who changes as per the lover's attitudes and
long for love;, therefore, it is based on more of the romantic
relationship.

In this paper, Cung Oan Ngam Khuc is newly observed from the
perspective of Yeongun Siga (f## if#k) through the comparison with
Jeonhu Miingok. It is also possible to confirm the meaning of the
Yeongun (G&#)) spirit shown in Jeonhu Miingok through the comparison
with Cung Oan Ngam Khuc. The attempt to compare and contrast
Jeonhu Miingok and Cung QOan Ngam Khuc from the view of Yeongun
Siga  (FEHE5%)  helps  understanding East  Asian  literature

comprehensively. It is significant to show how the “middle parts,”
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South Korea and Vietnam, based on China as the ‘center, have built

the relationship and accomplished their literary achievements.

Keywords : Samiingok, Sokmiingok, Cung Oan Ngam Khuc,
Yeongun Siga, Yeongun Gasa, Ngam Khuc.
Student Number: 2015-22099
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