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Abstract

Cancelled Predication as Ignored
Predication

— A Criticism of Hanks’s Act-Type Theory of

Propositions, and a New Alternative —

LIM Sangmoo
Department of Philosophy
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Peter Hanks and Scott Soames proposed the act-type theory of propositions,
in which propositions are types of cognitive acts performed by cognitive sub-
jects. For example, in a simple case, the proposition that Mars is red is the
type of action predicating redness on Mars. However, Hanks and Soames take
different positions on the nature of predication. Hanks claims that the act
of predication is non-neutral, but Soames claims that it is neutral. To criti-
cize Soames, Hanks presents a so-called “argument against neutrality,” which

shows that truth-evaluable and pure acts of predication are non-neutral.
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However, Hanks’s claim that the act of predication is non-neutral raises
a problem with the Frege-Geach point. Hanks argues that a non-neutral act
of predication is generally an act of assertion or judgment. Then, for exam-
ple, when we assert a conditional, the acts of predication corresponding to
the antecedent and consequent are performed, so the antecedent and conse-
quent must also be asserted because these acts of predication are non-neutral.
But it is not the case. To solve the problem, Hanks introduces the notion of
cancelled predication. A “cancelled predication” is an act of predication per-
formed in a cancellation context. In the cancellation context, the act of pred-
ication does not have the usual consequences and status. In particular, the
cancelled act of predication is neutral and is not an assertion or a judgment.

Nevertheless, the criticism has been raised that the argument against neu-
trality can also be applied to cancelled predications. Hanks gives reasons why
the argument against neutrality cannot be applied to cancelled predications,
but these reasons are less convincing. If the argument against neutrality is
applied to a cancelled predication, the conclusion follows that the cancelled
predication is non-neutral. This contradicts Hanks’s claim that the cancelled
predication is neutral. Since the notion of non-neutrality is closely related to
the notion of assertion, it also follows that the cancelled predication is still
an assertion. That is, no cancellation occurs.

I provide a new explanation for the cancelled predication by introducing
the notion of ignoration. Through this, I show which step does not hold in
the argument that cancellation does not occur because cancelled predications
are assertions. According to the new theory, a cancelled predication is an act
of predication that is ignored by the subject and others. When ignoration

occurs, the ignored object retains certain properties, but some properties are
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lost due to ignoration. I argue that, in the former case, the ignored object has
these properties independent of the reactions of the subject and others to it,
whereas in the latter case, the ignored object has these properties depending
on the reactions of the subject and others to it. Based on these differences,
I argue that the ignored predication is an “assertion or judgment in a broad
sense” that maintains a non-neutrality but loses properties necessary to be
an “assertion or judgment in a narrow sense,” which is one of the specific

categories of speech or mental acts.

Keywords: act-type theory of propositions, cancelled predication, cancel-
lation context, the argument against neutrality, ignored predication, Peter
Hanks

Student Number: 2014-22256
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