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Abstract

The Division of Image and

the Concept of Statement in Plato’s Sophist

Rhee Hoseup
Department of Philosophy
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Plato's Sophist defines the sophist as an apparition-maker. The apparition is one type of the image,
while the likeness is the other. The likeness is the image that resembles the original, and the
apparition is the image that appears to resemble the original without resembling it. The sophist
fabricates an apparition of the wise, making oneself look wise without being wise, and makes
statements which appear to be true without being true about justice and injustice, visible things and
invisible things, and so on. The purpose of this thesis is to clearly understand the identity of the
sophist, revealed in Sophist, and to investigate on what criteria the division of the image is based o,
how each of them is involved in deception and falsehood, and how the statement can be understood

as the likeness or the apparition.

The image metaphysically presupposes twofold structure of the thing. The thing consists of
various appearances and single essence that intergrates them. In the case of sensibles, appearances
are captured by senses and changes according to the viewpoint. The essence of sensibles is grasped
by the intellect and does not change with perspective, always remaining the same. The image is the
reproduction of appearances, not of the essence, as if the appearance was copied with another
medium. However, it cannot be said that the appearance of things does not belong to things, although
the way it belongs to things is different of the way the essence does. The appearance of things can
reveal things even in limited aspects. Similarly, the image that faithfully reproduces the appearance

of things, the likeness, can contribute to the recognition of things rather than deception, under the
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condition of knowing that it is an image. However, if one does not know that it is an image, one may

confuses it with the original.

Deception of the apparition can be made in two ways. One is to take the same or similar
appearance as the likeness through the effect of the viewpoint, and the other is to stimulate the
emotion of the subject of perceiving through the proper effect of the appearance. The more we know,
the more deception of the former works, and the less we know, the deception of the latter works, but
when it comes to anything, both ways would work at the same time. We believe that the apparition is
the likeness or the original because it is somewhat similar to them, and the dissimilar parts are

charming and enjoyable in themselves.

The statement, the form of locutionary acts, performs two functions simultaneously. The verb
consists what the statement expresses with respect to the object the name refers to, while the name
refers to the object outside the statement to which the statement is to be attributed, preparing for the
verification of the truth value. Moreover, The statement is a representation of the movement of the
intelligence that paid attention to a certain aspect of the object before it is expressed in the form of a
description, and thus is a representation of the aspect of the object recognized by that movement. In
that respect, what the statement expresses is found not only in the statement, but belongs to the
appearance of the object, and the statement is merely a form of expressing the object through
common aspects with other objects. Accordingly, statement-making is a techné that imitates the

appearance of an object, and in this respect, the statement can be regarded as the image.

True and false statements correspond to the likeness and the apparition, respectively. However,
in the case of a statement stating about Forms, due to the fact that the independent existence of Forms
is unclear, the division itself is in danger of being discarded. This is because if you deny the existence
of Forms, the truth will not be in the statement that reflects the original, but in the way of creating a
new object by making more statements and discourses. Thus, there are some who argue that it is
impossible to think ‘non-being’ following Parmenides, while others claim that everything is true to
each one, following Protagoras. In contrast, Plato argues that ‘non-being’ belongs to the 'being', and
that the name in the statement has the function of requesting the original for veridiction, at the same
time reveals the identity of ‘non-being’ mixed with the statement, showing that the error of judgment

occurs due to the effect of similarity or appearance in the shift of recognition form.

The sophist takes on the appearance of wisdom. It may be the real appearance of wisdom in part,

or in other contexts. However, some appearances of the sophist do not belong to wisdom. But the
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sophist slides into likenesses of wisdom through partial similarities and deceptive attraction. So the
sophist pretends to be wise and makes one believe that unwise acts are wise. Denying the existence
of Forms, they argue that the truth lies in production, not correspondence. To uncover the sophist's
trick, it is necessary to analyze and comprehend the complexity of appearances and their relations.
Plato calls for the absolute and objective standard of truth, Forms, insisting that the inner essence of

the sophist must be approached through the net of dialectic.

Keywords : Plato, Sophist, Image, Likeness, Apparition, Statement, Falsehood
Student Number : 2018-21132
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