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Abstract

A Study on Strategies of
Theatre for Youth(TY) to
attract Youth Audience

: With a focus on TYA Research Center’s

works.

Roh, Yoo-kyoung
Interdisciplinary Program in Performing Arts Studies

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study explores strategies used in Theatre for Youth(TY) to
attract vyouth audiences, focusing on TYA(Theatre for Young
Audiences) Research Center's works. TY is difficult to clarify its
identity because there are no special forms or means. In addition,
since TY were introduced to the Korean theater industry in the

1980s, both amateur plays created by youth and professional plays

- 102 -



produced for youth audiences have been mentioned in one expression
‘Youth Theatre’, adding to the ambiguity of identity. Therefore, this
study examines parts that make clear the identity of TY.

TY can be understood as the work that is created for the youth
audience, and it is established only when the youth audience watches
the work. As a result, the creators of TY inevitably make great
efforts to create works suitable for the youth audience who are
considered the main recipients of the work. In other words, in TY,
adolescent 1s positioned as 1mplied-audience who influences the
creation or production of work. And this point can be identified as a
discrimination point for TY, and this study analyzes the works of
TYA Research Center and examines such points.

Prior to analyzing TY works, Chapter 2 suggests that TY need to
be customized for youth and confirms the various role of youth in
TY creation system of TYA Research Center, pointing out the
positive effects and regret. Particularly, by looking at the
characteristic of brain development in adolescents, it claims that the
difierent between adolescents and adults does not simply appear as
Immature compared to adults but occurs because they are relatively
free.

Chapter 3 analyzes the subject matter and youth characters of
Flying Boys and Girls KW48392015) and I DO LIKE YOU(2017)
discovered through the creative system of TYA Research Center, and
considers TY strategies used to bond with youth audiences. While
problem of youth can be seen a as subject matter used in the
vertical perspective of adults, worry of youth i1s a subject matter
chosen from the perspective of adolescents. Therefore, this study
examines that the use of adolescent’s worries is a more effective

strategy to bond with youth audience. In addition, F/ying Boys and
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Girls KW48392015) and I DO LIKE YOU(2017) are taking a
strategy to build a realistic youth character to expand the shared
area with youth audiences, and this study analyzes where this
strategy 1s used in the work.

Chapter 4 brings the characteristic of brain development in
adolescents examined in Chapter 2 and analyzes them in connection
with TY method of direction. This study recalls that adolescents may
be emotional because they are not finished organizing their frontal
lobe compared to adult and suggests that emotions can act as useful
means to communicate with youth audience. Especially, this study
makes clear that the parts directing with a focus on the emotion of
youth characters in Flying Boys and Girls KW483%2015) and I DO
LIKE YOU(2017) is suitable method for emotional youth audiences.
In addition, this study confirms that Sensation Seeking is relatively
higher in youth compared to adult, and analyzes various directions
used in the work.

Through these discussions, this study confirms that the identity of
TY 1is not defined as form or means, but because youth is the main
recipient. In addition, this study suggests that TY is a genre that has
the potential to be attractive enough for adult audience as well as

youth audience.

keywords : Theatre for Youth(TY), TYA Research Center,
recipient-centered performance, implied-audience, strategy of
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