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Abstract

A Study on the Finger Positions
of the Sanjo-Daegeum

— Centered on Six gwan-Jibeop, five
gwan-Jibeop and four gwan-Jibeop -

Oh, Yang—-Soo
Major in Korean Musicology
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The sanjo-daegeum is used in the performances of sanjo(#¢it)
and sinawi(A|t5)), samhyeonyukgak (=i A7), military
ceremonies(17%%), and in provincial folk songs and dance
accompaniment. It is a common instrument in most folk
ensembles. The instrument is flexible in rendering various styles
of music by changing the pajibeop(##57%), gripping or finger
positions, which determines the number of Jjigong(#54.), or tune

hole, usage, by repositioning the hands or modifying fingering
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with the addition of techniques.

In this research, to identify these patterns, music was observed
in groups according to different pajibeop, and they are the
following: six gwan-jibeop, when all six tune holes are used; five
gwan—jibeop, when the right hand shifts closer to the chwigu("x
[7), or embouchure (blowing hole), and only five holes are used;
and four gwan-jibeop, when the right hand shifts further than the

five gwan-jibeop and only four holes are used.

The beginning part of the research focuses on the “Jinyang-jo
(Z12k#) movement of Seo Yong-Seok Daegeum Sanjo, which is a
piece that employs the six gwan-jibeop and fingering that changes
according to the mode. The latter part of the research comprises
a larger variety of music as well as positions — employing the
six gwan-—jibeop 1s Sinawi, employing the f#five gwan-jibeop are
Gyeonggi(57#) provincial songs, “Changbutaryeong(1#574477)” and
“Noraegarak(®=2/7}2)", employing the four gwan-jibeop are
“Yeombulpungryu(& i) of  Seoul Samhyeonyukgak” and
“Seodopungryu(/4:E i) of Bongsan(/E1l1)-Maskdance”.

First, when performing the daegeum, both hands share the role
of playing notes, but the left hand is also responsible of holding
and supporting the instrument. This gives the right hand the
advantage to freely play melodies, in comparison to the left hand.
This phenomenon 1is more apparent in the five and four
gwan-jibeop than in the six gwan-jibeop positions. Gyeonggi

provincial folk songs use the five gwan—-jibeop and the right hand
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1s responsible for fast ornamentations and melodic processions
played on the 3%, 4™ and 5™ holes. This is more prominent in
music that uses the four gwan-jibeop, like “Yeombulpungryu” and
“Seodopungryu’, where the melodic majority is concentrated on

the right hand and played on the 2™ 3™ and 4™ holes.

Second, regardless of the hand position, the agility of the ring
finger on both hands is weaker than the index and middle fingers.
And to avoid performing main or ornamental notes with the fourth
finger, bareumgibeop(# F£57%) — a combined technique with two
contradicting methods where the performer can either grip the
higher note and lower the pitch by tilting the embouchure towards
the body or grip the lower note and raise the pitch by tilting the
embouchure away from the body — is exercised. This is a
method that may have developed because of performers wanting

to minimize fingering.

Third, when gripping the instrument higher in either five or
four gwan-jibeop, there are limitations to the number of
accessible tune holes. Therefore, certain notes lack tonal
accuracy even when drastically angling the embouchure to
maximize manipulation. However, the occurrence of these tones is
usually less than once in a single repertoire, therefore, supporting
the 1idea that multiple pajtbeop were adopted by the
sanjo—daegeum as an evolved method of accommodating

convenient performances of common melodic processions.

It may be concluded that these dynamic methods that enable
fluent performances In many Kkeys may be perceived as a

technique that was developed for the sanjo-daegeum. In other

11



words, the reason for having multiple pajibeop and fingering
methods like the six gwan-jibeop, five gwan-jibeop and four
gwan-jibeop, 1s that field folk musicians were required to perform
a wide range of repertoires with distinct characteristics on one

sanjo-daegeum.

keywords : Sanjo-Daegeum, Six gwan-Jibeop, Five gwan-Jibeop,
Four gwan-Jibeop, Fingering
Student Number : 2018-26629
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