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[Aoyama Cemetery - Japan's First Public Cemetery with 140 Years of History]

Established and run by the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, Aoyama Cemetery is located in the Minami Aoyama area in
Minato Ward. Within the total land area of 260,000 square meters are cherry tree-lined boulevards and many huge red
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€3 Water survice pine trees, forming what one may call an “urban forest” . The cemetery’s 14,000 tombs are the final resting places of
0 & Toiet 126,000 departed souls.
B store During the Edo Era, directly preceding modern-day Japan, funerals and burials were officiated by temples licensed by the
® : Tokugawa Shogunate. The Meiji Government reformed the system and built Japan’s first public cemetery on the former
li{ Parking area estate of the Aoyama family of the Gujo Clan, which held high offices in the Tokugawa Shogunate. It is said that this is how
@ hi f Tok, be called A . F 140 years, th ith i here has dutifull
o T S T
utomated External Defibrillator
& Acupuncture and moxibustion yard ., In addition to the towering trees which have witnessed the growth of Tokyo, Aoyama Cemetery is home to many people
Z who have left their mark on Tokyo or on Japan’s modern history. Also found here are sections dedicated to the
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Abstract

Rise and Fall of the Seoul
Public Cemeteries in the
Modern Urban Planning Process

Euisung Lee
Interdisciplinary Program Urban Design
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Death is the root of individual and social establishment, and
the place of death organizes memories of the dead as a place
where the living and the dead face each other. The place of
death has been closely related to human living conditions as
civilization and times change. Therefore, understanding the place
of death becomes a keyword that can read out the social and
cultural attitudes of the time. In the pre—modern society, the
cemetery has become a central place for the city in combination
with religious power. In other words, the living and the dead

coexisted harmoniously in the pre—modern city. However, as
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rapid  urbanization and  population  proliferated due to
industrialization in the 19th century, the city became a hotbed of
problems such as housing shortage, and deterioration of life
quality. In particular, the pre—modern history society s
collective cemetery was pointed out as the source of the
epidemic, and it demanded a new relationship between the city
and the cemetery. As a result, many church cemeteries,
combined with religious power, were abolished, and some
cemeteries were converted into state—controlled cemeteries. In
other words, cemetery, a modern death space, was invented.
The location of public cemeteries 1s mainly located on the
outskirts of the city, creating a different relationship with the
pre—modern city. However, as modernization progressed, the city
expanded, and the cemeteries located on the outskirts of the city
were incorporated into the city. In this process, several modern
cities formed relationship with cemetery in their own ways,
instead of relocating cemetery to the outskirts of the city. The
cemetery in Paris was established as a repository of history and
art, and the cemetery in Boston was established as a park
cemetery and a public space for urban people. The cemetery in
Tokyo was incorporated into the urban structure and served as a
living and urban garden. However, in Seoul, all but Manguri
Cemetery were abolished, and no new relationship was
established between the living and the dead. As a result, Seoul
so far has been maintained as a city with no death space.
Intuitively, the abolition of public cemeteries can be understood
as a phenomenon caused by the concentration of people and lack
of space in the urbanization process. Similarly, many cemeteries
were abolished in overseas cities, but some cemeteries were
maintained in the city, creating a new relationship between the

living and the dead with the former modern society. However,
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the biggest change in the process of modernization of Seoul is
that all the cemeteries in the city have been closed except for
Manguri Cemetery. This 1s a common phenomenon In many
cities, indicating that the absence of Seoul cemetery cannot be
explained. Therefore, this study, which began with the question,
"How did the cemetery disappear?" aims to determine the cause
of the abolition, by analyzing the rise and fall of the cemetery in
the process of modern urban planning. That is to say, the main
intent of this research is to analyze the destruction of the
cemetery, to examine the peculiarity of the modernization
process of Seoul, which is different from many modern cities.

The time range of the study was limited to 1912 when the
cemetery rules were promulgated, and 1970 when the Sinsari
Cemetery was last abolished. Characteristics were analyzed by
time period, according to the changes in urban planning, as the
cemeteries were expected to disappear and the space created
were different in time. The spatial scope of the study was
limited to Gyeongseong—bu, where 23 cemeteries are located,
and Gyeongseong—Obu, the surrounding area of the jurisdiction.
Chapter 4 examined changes in cemetery planning and system,
and Chapter 5 analyzed changes in cemetery space in 10 out of
23 cemeteries. The selection of 10 cemeteries was carried out
by selecting two cemeteries with large area and large number of
graves for each time period.

As a result of analyzing the process of abolishing the
cemetery, we were able to find the particularity of Seoul along
with the general situation of modern cities. First of all, the
general trend was to abolish the cemetery under urban planning.
Unlike the pre—modern city, the modern city was determined to
passively survive and close the cemetery, which was a death

space, 1n the process of production of space. In other words, the
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cemeteries included in the urban planning zones of Gyeongseong
and Seoul were abolished one after another. Specifically,
cemeteries 1n the East—West region in the 1920s, the
Gyeongseong City Planning Zone in the 1930s and 1940s, the
areas severely damaged by the Korean War in the 1950s, and
the northern areas due to western development in the 19160s
were abolished. This led to the abolition of cemeteries contained
within the city, which always resulted in the Ilocation of
cemeteries in the outer areas of the city. Second, in the process
of repeating the rise and fall of the cemetery, the regional layout
was maintained during the Japanese colonial period. The abolition
of the cemetery was decided by urban planning, but a new
cemetery was established in the outer—skirts of the city to
maintain the total area and regional layout through the cemetery
plan. The regional layout of urban planning facilities, which are
also 1mportant in the modern urban planning process, was
implemented. Third, the cemeteries, which were abolished in the
1940s and 1960s, were formed through land
compartmentalization and readjustment projects or housing area
development projects. In order to solve the population congestion
caused by urbanization, the cemetery was abolished and housing
areas for the middle class were formed. These three results can
be seen as the general trend of the abolition of cemeteries in
modern cities. But at the same time, we discovered the
distinctiveness of Seoul. First, during the period of chaos due to
the Korean War, the April 19 Revolution, and the May 16 coup,
the absence of a cemetery plan occurred. In the process, many
cemeteries were abolished, but no alternative cemeteries were
established to compensate for the shortage of cemeteries. This
marked the beginning of the dismantlement of the regional layout

of the cemetery in Seoul. Second, the cemeteries, which were

- 136 -



abolished in the 1930s and 1950s, were developed into high—end
housing and poor housing areas. This shows a different trend
from ordinary residential areas produced due to urbanization.
The high—end residential area was formed as a city plan for the
Japanese during the Japanese colonial period, and the cemetery
became a political space which was used to create demand for
the power groups. In addition, the poor housing map was formed
by the war victims and refugees, who appeared as urban poor
through the Korean War, building shacks on the cemetery.
Afterwards, the Seoul Metropolitan Government accepted the
land in a way that allowed them to live, and the cemetery was
converted into a residential area. This should be understood as a
result of Seoul's unique history during the Japanese colonial
period and the Korean War.

The general trend and specialty of abolishing the cemetery in
Seoul remain a heritage of the city's form. General residential
areas for the middle class formed a grid—type urban form as
planned cities. However, due to the low—income level at the
time, the city was planned with a narrow land size and road
width, and as a result, three areas, excluding Sinsari Cemetery,
were selected as New Town districts in the 2000s and
converted into large apartment complexes. Hannam—dong,
Sindang—dong, and Cheonggu—dong, where high—end residential
areas are located, have been maintained by forming large—scale
land and grid—type cities, and have been established as rich
villages in Seoul until now. In addition, slum residential areas are
naturally formed cities, showing organic urban forms and forming
low—rise, dense residential complexes. In the process of
modernization and urbanization, the cemetery has been
transformed into a residential area in various ways, and its

impact has continued to this day.
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The absence of a cemetery in Seoul should be understood as a
result of the unique modernization process and a compressed
demonstration of the city's history. That is to say, in the
process of modernization and urbanization, the abolition of
cemeteries was naturally achieved according to the general
trend, and the particularity of Seoul as a colony and the Korean
War contributed to the absence of cemeteries. The repeated
abolition of the cemetery has prevented the living and the dead
from forming a new relationship in Seoul, and has so far
established the death space as an abomination facility.

In this paper, the cemetery was incorporated as a medium to
show the process of modernization of Seoul, and the process of
abolishing the cemetery and the changes in space were tracked
to analyze how the cemetery became an urbanization in Seoul. It
1s meaningful in that 1t reviewed the new perspective of
exploring the unique modernization process of Seoul through the
lens of the modern space, and revealed that the abolition of
cemeteries reflects the characteristics of Korea's unique modern
history, away from the deterministic interpretation that it is a
one—sided by urbanization. It was also intended to emphasize the
value of death space in the future Seoul city planning process by
looking at the impact of urban planning and cemetery planning on
the destruction of the cemetery. Through this, there is an
implication of research that establishes a new perspective on
urban planning and forms the foundation for moving forward with

new urban planning.

keywords : Cemetery, Death Space, Urbanization, Modernization,
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