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Abstract

An Analysis on the Hangeul Simplification Policy

During the Rhee Administration in the 1950s

Dai Wei

Korean Studies

Major Graduate School of International Studies
Seoul National University

This thesis examines the Hangeul simplification policy that took place
during the Rhee Administration in the 1950s in South Korea. The Hangeul
simplification shock was a result of the revision of the orthography
raised by President Syngman Rhee. This incident is a complex incident with
various characteristics such as history, politics, society, and
culture. The Syngman Rhee administration’s attempt to unilaterally
enforce spelling has brought great inconvenience to the whole society as

well as the language life of the whole country.

To understand this case in—depth, the process of the Korean orthography
establishment should be understood first. The debate between phonemicism

and morphism over the spelling rule continued to exist on the Korean
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Peninsula. During the Japanese colonial period, many attempts were made
to unify the Korean spelling with the Academic Affairs Bureau of
Government—General of Chosen. This movement was, in the end, only part
of the Japanese imperialist’s intended language control. Against this
background, the Korean Language Society launched a Korean language
movement for the unification of the Korean language. Due to the incident
of the Korean Language Society, the Korean Language Society became a
representative cultural organization bearing the national spirit that was
oppressed by the Japanese imperialism to preserve the Korean language.
The Unification Plan (1933), established by the Korean Language Society,
was widely accepted as a scientific spelling rule after liberation, in
a symbolic meaning of the achievements of the anti-colonial struggle and

the national independence movement.

On October 9, 1948, President Syngman Rhee announced the prelude to the
simplification of Hangeul through a discourse. On April 27, 1953, Prime
Minister Baek Doo—jin announced the 8th Prime Minister’ s decree, causing
great repercussions throughout the country. Syngman Rhee, who stayed
abroad for a long time, was familiar with the spelling rule used in the
Bible in Korea 50 years ago and was not familiar with the 1933 Unification
Plan which was popular in Korea. The <Korean Simplification Policy> that
Syngman Rhee tried to promote was an attempt to restore the spelling 50

years ago. The Unification Plan (1933) had already been gradually settled
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through public education in Korea, and Syngman Rhee’s instructions for
Hangeul simplification caused much confusion in the language and text life
of the whole people. The government’ s unilateral action also led to
political turmoil. Eventually, the National Assembly decided to solve
this problem by forming a special countermeasure committee jointly with
the government, the National Assembly, and the academic institute.
However, the Korean simplification policy remained unsolved due to the
influence of the 1954 amendment of the constitution. Meanwhile, the work
of establishing a permanent decision—making system for the legitimacy and
legitimacy of language policies at the national level has been completed.
Such a system was recognized as a result of democratic procedures and the
participation of the academic institute, a group of scholars with
expertise. Eventually, in 1955, Syngman Rhee officially declared the end

of the Hangul Simplification Policy.

As a result of the thesis, it was possible to find out that political
factors had a lot of influence on the reason why President Syngman Rhee,
who was not a Korean language scholar, tried to make this language policy
happen. Especially in the Cold War system, it is considered to have worked
a lot that the competition for ideological superiority between the two
Koreas and the One—sidedness in his decision process. The fundamental
reason why the simplification policy was not enforced successfully is that

this policy is reverse modernization.
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