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Abstract

Research and Design Aesthetic
Study on the Meaning of
Decorations; Focusing on the
Adorning Characteristic and
Symbolicity

Woo Ji—Youn
Industrial Design. Dept. of Craft and Design
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Adolf Ross, an Austrian architect who represents
Modernism in the 20th century, declared the end of
decorations in modern architecture and design. This 1is
because the production process of decoration causes
waste of capital, and this method is not suitable for

modern production styles based on mechanization and

mass production. However, Ross did not insist on

-
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unconditional exclusion of decorations. He said that
classical decorations form the basis of Western civilization
and are essential for children's education because they
help to form and understand a common culture. In fact, his
buildings were also designed around the facades of
classical styles. In this regard, Ross did not simply insist
on the exclusion of decorations, but emphasized the need
for new decorations for a new era.

However, over time, modernism 1n the 20th century,
which pursued an ascetic and rational lifestyle, lost its
purity as it walked the path of commercialization.
Modernism, centered on rationality and functionalism,
brought the uniformity and monotony of aesthetics. Thus,
diversity has become the most important keyword in
postmodernism, which followed modernism. Starting with
pop art, various styles and visual languages have
coexisted to satisfy the taste of public.

One of the main features of postmodernism, led by
diversity, is the revival of various styles and decorations

from the past. This proves that humans' instinctive desire

to decorate something cannot completely disappeal;., 21m|d -
.'-\.-E';..' ..-I
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that decorations will simply change its form and last with
the times. In fact, the decorations that were thought to
have disappeared since Art Nouveau in the 19th century
were actually passed down through the Art Deco of the
20th century based on the modernist style. Since then,
decorations have been used again as a major formative
language with the rise of postmodernism.

In this study, I tried to design various works based on
theme of decorations. I explored what possibilities of
decoration make us to use decoration as an important
element of design, and conducted the formative studies for
modern decoration design suitable for the 21st century by
utilizing the characteristics of the decoration.

First, the researcher tried to find out what decoration
1Is for modern decoration design utilizing the
characteristics  of  decoration. The  process of
understanding the decoration by exploring the history of
decoration and the characteristics of Eastern and Western
decoration was taken. In this process, the most basic
characteristic of decoration was 'adorning characteristic',

or embellishment. In addition to this charact)e{is_fticf I
A ==
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learned that the decoration has 'symbolicity', that 1s,
conveying meaning. As a result of examining the
decoration of European and Western cultures, which are
connected to Greece and Rome, centering on ancient
Egypt, and East Asian cultures consisting of China and
Japan, centering on Korea, most of the world's
decorations have existed and wused as symbols.
Decorations were found to have significance in each
culture as tools of non—verbal communication.

Therefore, the researcher considered what role this

decoration could play in modern times, focusing on the
two main characteristics of decoration, "adorning
character" and "symbolicity." First, a formative study
centering on "adorning character" was conducted, followed
by a formative study centering on "symbolicity". Lastly, a
formative study was conducted by utilizing both the
“adorning character” and “symbolicity” of the
decoration, and through this, a design was derived that
could serve as a means of communication rather than
simply performing a decorative role.

In addition, most of the decorations, which are mosit_lly
A = T
141 | 2
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2d, are implemented in the form of 3d, capturing both the
beauty and its symbols from the original form of the
decorations, and it reveals that decorations can be the
subject of design in a three—dimensional space. As a
result, it 1s a tricky process to find a formative language
that can convey both the original "adorning character" of
the decoration and the "symbolicity" in it, but it has been
found that new results can be made through various
attempts in modern use of the decoration.

Through this study, the researcher hopes that the
decoration will not be used as a simple visual decorative
element, but will be an opportunity for people to
understand and communicate with each other through the
symbolism contained therein, and to contribute to
enriching their lives. In addition, I think this study will
become a stepping stone for more diverse formative
attempts as the decoration itself becomes the center of

design beyond the flat limits.

Keywords : Decorations, Adorning Characteristic, Symbolicity,
Nonverbal Communication Tool, Contemporary Interpretation

Student Number : 2015—21367
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