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Abstract

A Study on the Expression of Relationships
Through
the Plastic Matenality of Steel Plates

Sung, Ji Hoon
Department of Sculpture
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study began with steel plates being regarded as materials for
Art-making by the author. As the author was struggling to get
started, the 9mm steel plates appeared to be ingredients that would
provide relief for his thirst for work. The author considers the
material as a subject with which to form relationships with. The
material gives life by keeping its original appearance and revealing
its materiality. The rigid steel plate has a two-dimensional quality,
with its sculptural aspect being its plasticity, which enables the
embodiment of generative value. The labor involved in the work
process was deemed to be a subject that could be expressed in the

form of life force.
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The author considers his perception of 'materials as beings’ to be
based on his own worldview centered around relationships, that the
various phenomena of the world can be understood through the
understanding of relationships, and that the value of being comes
from relationships. In this sense, the work is a confirmation and

understanding of the inter—being between the author and the material.

The study began with the discovery of the plasticity of steel plates,
which enables the transformation of steel plates into varying
structures, during the process of 'drawing a line out of steel’ in an
effort to expand the expressive capacity of steel plates. This
structural malleability made it possible to articulate the relationships
between various assemblies, and served as the driving force behind

the work.

There are times when the author receives consolation from, or sees
an order that help him understand the world in, minor beings that
are usually overlooked. In these moments he feels that his
relationship with the world is expanded, and that he and the world
are connected as one. The forming of relationships in the author’s
work is an effort to understand the world, as well as an exercise in

self-reflection through various subjects.

This study aims to give life to these subjects, and to observe the

relational order that derives from the perception of a being.

keywords: subject, being, life force, relationship—centric worldview
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