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Abstract

The Effect of Reflecting Students’
Preference in Ability Grouping

on Educational Outcomes

Song, Chae yoon
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Since the ability grouping policy was implemented for the purpose
of enhancing learner—centered education, a number of middle and high
schools wutilized ability grouping nationwide in Korea in the early
2010s. The Ministry of Education and the Provincial Office of
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Education have recommended that students be assigned considering
their preference of ability—grouped classes until now. However, this
can lead to educational effects different from strictly assigning
students based on objective criteria, which was previously and
pervasively practiced for the class assignment to increase the
efficiency of teaching-learning.

Based on this recent change in the ability grouping policy, it is
necessary to analyze how reflecting students’ choices for class
assignment affects the educational outcomes in terms of intended
effects and unintended outcomes. Therefore, this study aimed to
empirically verify the effectiveness of reflecting students’ wishes in
ability—grouping and to derive relevant policy implications.

The research questions in this study are as follows.

First, how does reflecting students’ preference in ability—grouping
affect student’s academic-related school satisfaction?

Second, how does reflecting students’ preference in ability—grouping
affect students’ academic achievement?

Third, how does reflecting students’ preference in ability—grouping
affect the variance of the student’s academic achievement in school?

The main findings are as follows.

First, reflecting students’ preference for class assignment did not
have a significant effect on the student’s academic-related school
satisfaction.

Second, as one unintended consequence of this policy, reflecting
students’ preference 1in ability-grouping assignment showed a
statistically significant negative effect on students’ academic
achievement.

Third, as the other unintended consequence of this policy, reflecting

students’ preference 1n ability—grouping assignment represented a
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statistically significant positive effect on the reduction of the variance
of the students’ academic achievement in their schools.

Based on these findings, this study suggests some implications for
policy suggestions for the ability grouping policy. First, the support
on policy is required to enhance the degree of the reflection of
students’ preference in ability—grouping by specifying what reflecting
students’ preference means. Further, in the recent discussion on the
use of the ability—grouping policy in conjunction with the high school
credit system, there is the need to devise a watchful operation plan
to minimize the impact of reflecting students’ preference on the
efficiency of educational outcomes. Finally, it 1S necessary to raise
teachers’ interest in the meaningful individual differences of their
students and to 1improve their expertise on the individualized

teaching—learning skills.

Key words: ability grouping, subjective criteria, electivity,
academic achievement, academic achievement
variance, propensity score matching

Student number: 2018-25199
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