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Abstract

A Study on Usage and Errors Patterns
of Korean Unit-Bound Nouns of
Chinese Korean Learners

- Focus on Learners’ Corpus-

YANG, FEI

Korean Language Education as a Foreign Language
Department of Korean Language Education

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Expressions of the number of things exist in all languages. In Korean,
there are various ways to express numbers and the use of numeral
phrase consisting of unit-bound nouns accounts for a significant
portion. The study of unit-bound nouns, which has been carried out so
far, mainly focuses on the arrangement of definitions and
classifications, and the contrast with unit-bound nouns in other
languages. The learner’s actual use and error patterns were treated
poorly compared to their importance. In response, this study aims to

use the Korean Language Institute’s Korean Learners’ Corpus to
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identify the actual language usage patterns of learners in the corpus
and to find out how Chinese learners acquire unitary dependent nouns
or what difficulties they are facing at.

Depending on the purpose of the study, the following contents has
been included.

First, in the data collection stage of the study, a total of 68
unit-bound nouns were selected as the study list and the corpus were
reconstructed to fit the study list.

Analysis begins with the pattern of the use of unit-bound nouns
shown in the learners’ corpus, with the following analysis results. First,
given the degree of proficiency, the frequency of unit-bound nouns
used by first-class learners was the highest. Although the Ilowest
frequency of use was shown in Level 6 and above, it uses as many as
40 unit-bound nouns and shows a high level of diversity. Second, the
use of unit-bound nouns was higher in Sino-unit-bound nouns than
native or foreign unit-bound nouns. Third, given the frequency of use
by unit-bound nouns, nyeon’ is the most frequently used unit-bound
noun by used for 1663 times. followed by i'(702 times) and ‘wol’ (702
times) all of which represent time. Among unit-bound nouns indicating
the number of objects, ‘gaji’ (660 times), ‘myeong’ (435 times), ‘gae’
(315 times), is ranking ahead. In terms of genre type, it showed high
frequency of use in ‘presentation’ in colloquial genre and ‘writing of
emotion and emotion’ in literary genre.

The analysis of the specific usage patterns of learners’ unit-bound
nouns was divided into the combination patterns of unit-bound nouns
and numeral (Chinese/Inherent) and the aspects of forming a quantity
phrase using unit-bound nouns. The most frequently used structure by

Chinese learners was the structure of ‘numeral+unit-bound nouns’ ,
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accounting for 81% of the concerns of the total number of corpus. It
was concluded that the use of the ‘numeral+unit-bound nouns+ ‘ui” +
noun’ structure was preferred at 9%, over the ‘noun+numeral+
unit-bound nouns’ (6%) structure.

In the error analysis stage, a total of 428 errors were derived and
statistically described, And the specific aspects were examined by
dividing them into three types: semantic, form, and syntactic. First of
all, there was a low error rate of 3.31 percent for first-class learners
who used unit-dependent nouns the most in terms of error rates by
proficiency. On the other hand, the error rate for class 5 learners with
the lowest frequency of use was 8.15%. It was concluded that the error
rate of each proficiency degree showed an upward trend from grade 1
to grade 3, which briefly decreased to grade 4, and then reached level
5 and showed the highest error rate. In terms of specific aspects of
errors, first of all, significant errors occurred a lot in the beginner
level, most of which were overuse of ‘kae’ and replacement errors
between unitary dependent nouns with similar form or meaning. Formal
errors are concentrated on individual unit-bound nouns such
as ‘beonjjae’ , ‘myeong’ , ‘kaji’ , ‘bun’ and ‘wol’ and it is believed
that learners were interfered with by the phonemes in Korean and
their native languages to produce errors. The syntactic error is the
most frequently error by Chinese learners, which is that the learner
has violated the quantitative syntactic structure due to a lack of
syntactic knowledge of monotonic dependent nouns.

Solving the Chinese learner’s unit-bound nouns learning problems
requires finding the cause of the error. This paper analyzes the causes
of errors in Chinese learners in three aspects: native language, target

language, and learning process. Most of the errors in unit-bound nouns
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of Chinese learners were caused by the influence of their native
language. A number of semantic errors have been found by confusing
the semantic qualities of a Chinese-language unit-bound noun with both
languages, pronunciation or spelling errors influenced by the
phonological system of the native language, and syntactic errors by
applying native quantile sandal order. On the other hand, there have
been cases where learners fail to learn target language rules properly,
causing errors by overgeneralizing them or applying them incompletely.
In particular, the identification of unit-bound nouns with similar
meanings and forms, and the combination relationship with numeral, are
difficult for learners. Finally, the frequency of presenting textbooks of
unit-bound nouns, and the uniqueness of the form of quantity dune,
were also identified as the causes of the learner’s error.

In the final step, we present suggestions that can be referenced in
the training site based on the learner’s analysis of error patterns and
error causes. When teaching Chinese learners of unit-bound nouns, a
native language should be used to contrast pairs of unit-bound nouns,
and the salmon ability to choose nouns or investigations that can be
linked to those unit-bound nouns should proceed. In addition, the word
order should be constructed so that quantitative phrases can be made
using monotonic dependent nouns.

This study has the following implications. First, the use of unit-bound
nouns was revealed one step further from deriving them through
multiple-choice questions through actual corpus analysis. Second, we
examine the type of learner error and the patterns of change by
segmenting them into profrgiciency levels from 1st to 6th or higher.
Third, we analyze the causes of learner errors for monotonic

dependent nouns and provide the necessary basic information for the
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design of training content based on them.

Key words: Chinese Korean Learners, Korean Language Education,
Korean Unit-Bound Nouns, Learner’s Corpus,

Corpus Analysis, Error Analysis
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