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Abstract

A Study on the Theory of the Ascension to the Throne
of Cha Kyung-seok in the 1920s

Park, Ingyu (Daejin Univ. Daesoon Academy of Sciences)

The religious enlightenment and beliefs of a religious leader can cause repercussions
and innovations and profound social changes in line with the social zeitgeist. This thesis
is intended to analyze the contents of the beliefs and the people's acceptance by
illuminating the religious beliefs of Cha Kyung-seok, the head of Bocheongyo during
the Japanese colonial period, which had repercussions in Korea and became a public
opinion during the colonial period. The doctrine that was created by the combination
of Cha Kyung-seok’s religious beliefs and the people’s acceptance of them is the ‘the
theroy of the ascension to the throne of Cha Kyung-seok(Chacheonja Deunggeuk
theory)’. The contents of Chacheonja Deunggeuk theory are based on several theoretical
points: ‘Jeungsan’s reincarnation’, the creation of a new country by the founder Cha
Kyung-seok, and the independence movements against Japanese colonialism. In this
paper, 1 take Jeungsan’s reincarnation theory as a key motive of Cha Kyung-seok’s
religious activities and try to delve into its contents. Jeungsan’s reincarnation theory
is based on the doctrine of Jeungsan, but the doctrine of the foundation of the country
and the contents related to the independence movements differ from Jeungsan’s teaching,
Therefore, Chacheonja Deunggeuk theory is the combination of the thought of
Jeonggamrok which has flowed into the current of popular thought since the late Joseon

Dynasty, Jeungsan’s reincarnation theory, and the theory of the creation of a new
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country and independence movements by Cha Kyung-seok. Together with the related
contents, it caused a great repercussion and rapidly cooled down in colonial Joseon

in the 1920s.

Key words: Kang Jeung-san, Cha Kyung-seok, Bocheongyo, Jeonggamrok,

independence movements



