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Abstract
The 1947 Wedemeyer Mission

and Local Responses: Manchuria

CHEN KAIXI
Department of Korean History
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This thesis deals with the political and social conditions of
Manchuria in 1947 by examining the Wedemeyer Mission and the
materials they had collected. Wedemeyer was sent to China and
Korea as Truman’'s special envoy on a “‘fact-minding” mission in
July 1947, during which he visited Mukden on August 5th. He had
received a significant number of letters sent in by local
Manchurians during his visit, based on which this research is
mainly conducted.

In general, there are three aspects in which the Manchurian
situation could be approached, namely the KMD-CCP conflict, the
US-USSR conflict, and the conflict between the administrative
power and the local ethnic minorities.

Letters, either the ones by the U.S. diplomats or military

officials or the ones by the local civilians, were sent in to report
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the severe problems of the KMD administration, such as
corruption and inflation. For Manchuria, the most significant
problem was the discriminative attitude toward the locals, held by
the southerner officials dispatched to the Northeast. They treated
Manchurians as a people to be exploited for their personal
short-term benefits rather than a people to be reunited into the
motherland. Under the malfeasant KMD rule, letter senders had
offered two types of solutions: maintaining the KMD rule through
effective reform, or giving up KMD and embracing a third-party
administration instead. Almost none of the letter senders chose
the CCP over KMD. Rather, most of them elaborated on the war
crimes, such as destruction of the industrial equipment,
committed by the Communists and depicted CCP as the lackeys
of the Soviet Russians.

There appeared to be a discrepancy between the U.S.-KMD side
and the Soviet-CCP-North Korea side on the recognition of how
close these “red revolutionary powers” actually were. Wedemeyer
had firmly believed that the KMD-CCP conflict, especially the
warfare in Manchuria, was merely an offshoot of the global
U.S.-USSR  conflict. The same idea was also heavily
propagandized by the KMD side among the Manchurians at that
time. In this case, almost all the letter senders claimed that the
Soviets had formed an international red alliance, with Chinese,
Korean and Mongolian Communists under their control, aiming to
make Manchuria another satellite state and then use it as a
stepping stone to further red-imperialize the rest of China.

Nevertheless, other historical evidence showed that the
Soviet-CCP-North Korea relationship was not as close as the

Americans had predicted. More importantly, despite that the U.S.
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Intelligence was fully aware that the KMD side had exaggerated
many of the related facts in order to get direct American aid,
and that they failed to find exact evidence to prove the Soviet
ambition, Americans still arrived at the same conclusion with
KMD: CCP is manipulated by the Soviets and must be stopped.
Another failure that became one of the factors that ultimately
brought KMD to its knees was its policy toward the ethnic
minority groups, especially the millions of Koreans in Manchuria.
Discrimination was conducted toward not only the Han Chinese
but also the local Koreans, and due to the incompetence of the
National Government, no effective policy was ever taken to settle

them, which pushed them further to the Communist side.
keywords : Wedemeyer Mission, Manchuria, letters, KMD, CCP,

Korean People
Student Number @ 2017-29892
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