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transformed environmental values, perception, and will. To that end, the
power of story, image, and artistic performance and the resources of

aesthetics, ethics, and cultural theory are crucial."
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Abstract:

A Study on the Sense and Colours in Yisang's
Literature

- Untilizing the concept of the ‘Body Prism’ -

Tsvetomira Vekova
Department of Korean Language and Literature
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Yisang is one of the most prominent and studied
Korean poets throughout the years. An architect, poet,
painter, he introduces to his art avant-garde themes
and ideas that transcend the limits of Korea's literature
of the 1930s. My thesis adopts both an inter-textual
and an interdisciplinary artistic approach that allow for
a deeper reading and analysis of his work by focusing
on the sensory perception of color. Colors are chosen
in this instance as they can be considered an important
interdisciplinary concept that defines our sensory

experience. By juxtaposing Yisang's use of color
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throughout his poems and essays with various
philosophers and prominent artists such as Van Gogh
and Rilke’'s own color theory, I aim to highlight his
mastery over the language and the effect it can have
over the reader. As a result, | create a new concept
called the “Body Prism”, which combines the sensory
perception of the “outside” and its “inside” experience
once it has been assimilated. [ divide this process of
perception and “assimilation” of the “outside” through
the senses of one’s body in four stages, which describe
how colors can be “felt”, “heard” or “tasted”. The four
stages are as follows - identification of the object or
concept through one’s senses: division of the received
information and assimilation inside the body prism;
synthesis of the information, which is a process of
combining the “inside” of the person and the “outside”
which the assimilated object or concept carries; and
finally, the revitalization of the body itself by enriching
it with “the outside.” Thus, the body prism allows
“becoming one” with the outside world and forging a
bond between one’s inner world and the world outside.

In the second chapter of this thesis, I define the nature

of the colors in Yisang's essays by focusing on two of
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his most famous essays - “Lingering Impressions of a
Mountain Village” and “Ennui.” In his first essay Yisang
uses a diverse palette to describe the experience of
visiting the village, creating a canvas brought to life
through the glistening yellow nuances: the white
butterflies that symbolize overcoming all limits of
human nature and striving for what Nietzsche calls the
“Overman”. For Yisang this is a human being who is
not dependant on any artificial social structures and in
full harmony with nature. His essay offers a divergence
of the Anthropocene as the focus and proposes more
balanced experience of the world, where Man is not
Nature's Master. Moreover, he emphasizes the imminent
downfall and decay of society will be a result of man
losing his connection to nature and living an artificial
life. That is why the green color of “Ennui” is bleak - it
lacks the vitality of green that is part of nature and its
cycle. Being left outside of this natural cycle, the
narrator in “Ennui” is almost forced to exist in a
separate plane, where the same day repeats indefinitely
and hope to return to the village in “Lingering
Impressions of a Mountain Village” where living

harmoniously with nature has become a heaven on
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Earth.

This analysis allows me to move further into
observing the story that colors tell in his poetry as well.
[ choose his poem “Le Urine” and the “Hwang’
collection of poems (as compiled by Shin Byum-Soon)
because they have the highest concentration of colors
among Yisang's work. I then begin to introduce the
important connection between colors and nature,
establishing that for Yisang “golden yellow” is a color
that represents vitality and strength. Other important
colors such as white and gray that permeate his work
and are discussed in chapter 2 are also being

reintroduced.

Key words: Yisang, Color theory, Sensory perception,
Ecocriticism, Poetry

Student Number: 2018-27966
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