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Abstract

An Analysis of
<Song 1in My Memory>
for Sanjo Gayageum

Composed by II-Ryun Chung

Choi, Eun-Seon
Department of Music
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this study is to analyze the characteristics and
structure of “Song in My Memory” for sanjo gayageum composed by
II-Ryun Chung. The research findings are as follows.

First, “Song in My Memory” portrays the composer’s efforts to
recall a melody and rhythm that have faded from memory. The
composer musically depicts this theme by pairing the traditional
pentatonic scale with a discordant F# and thus creating a dissonant
melody progression. Moreover, the piece uses a rhythm similar to the
traditional jangdan in a consistent pattern but interlaces it with an

unexpected rhythm at irregular intervals, thereby disturbing the flow
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and preventing a uniform progression. These melodic and rhythmic
progressions create a strange but familiar atmosphere for the listener
and therefore effectively portrays the idea of a faded memory.

Second, the “Song in Memory” is structured into four sections—[A),
B), [C], [DJ—each of which progresses by varying the main musical
elements such as motif, figure, or rhythm. As the introduction to the
piece, Section establishes the musical motif and builds a melodic
pattern by the repeated use of quintuplet and dissonant harmonic
progression. Section introduces and gradually builds on the
nine-beat and five-beat rhythms by alternating the distinctive
9+6+6+9 and continuous 5-beat rhythmic patterns. In Section (C], the
nine-beat and five-beat rhythms are further developed into various
forms. Section (D) concludes the piece and creates feelings of closure
by decreasing the intensity of the piece and gradually slowing down
the tempo.

Third, “Song in My Memory” develops the 3 sobak(small beats)
rhythm and syncopation rhythm, which are suggestive of the
traditional jangdan, into various forms. The piece also varies the
five-beat and nine-beat rhythms within a uniform rhythmic structure.
These features are indicative of the composer’s musical style, which
uses elements of Korea's traditional jangdan to build rhythmic
progression with greater depth.

Fourth, the composer experiments with traditional playing
techniques such as plucking, flicking, nonghyeon, and connecting
notes through lingering sounds, by using them in contexts where
they are not traditionally used. Through this approach, the composer
was able to produce a masterful contemporary creative piece without
compromising the Gayageum’s unique tone. Further, the use of

modern scales and melodic progression in the piece has allowed
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variations in tone and maximized the effect of each playing technique.

The author hopes that gayageum performers find this study helpful
in understanding the structure of and interpreting “Song in My
Memory” for sanjo gayageum. Furthermore, the author hopes that
research on pieces that can increase the value and musical potential

of sanjo gayageum stays active.
keywords : Gayageum, II-Ryun Chung, Song in My Memory,

Gayageum contemporary music
Student Number : 2015-21954
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<Song in My Memory>

for Sanjo Gayageum

Composed by IlI-Ryun Chung
(2010.2)
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