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Abstract

A Study on Education of Korean Synonymous

Negative Polarity Items for Chinese Learners

ZHAO FANGFANG
Department of Korean Language Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

In Korean, there is a type of adverb called 'negative polarity item'
used in negative sentence with negatives such as ', '%&', '%3tt}, '
t} or 'o}YTt}. These adverbs show meaningful proximity so that it is
difficult for foreigners Korean learners to distinguish and use these
synonymous negative polarity items correctly. Negative polarity item
are all belong to the category of 'negative', but each word has subtle
meaning difference and different syntactic and pragmatic constraints.
Therefore, Korean learners may feel burdened and show limited use of
only representative negatives or not using them evasively.

Education on the discriminative characteristics of negative polarity
items 1s essential to help Korean language learners have accurate and

diverse vocabulary skills according to the context and utterance
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intentions. However, so far prior studies had only mentioned that
negative polarity items in Korean show synonymous relation, but it
has failed to systematically discuss differences in synonymous
negative polarity items and raise educational plans. The purpose of
this paper is to provide educational contents and methods to help
Chinese Korean learners have the ability to discriminate and use
synonymous negative polarity items correctly.

In Chapter I, this study reviewed the scope of negative sentences
and negatives which are controversial in clarifying the definition of
negative polarity item, and summarized the concepts, types and
characteristics of the negative polarity items based on such discussion.
Then, according to the definition and characteristics declared in this
paper the criteria for judging the negative polarity item were
identified, and the list of educational negative polarity items were also
extracted based on prior researches and SJ—RIKS corpus. Based on
the thesaurus and korean dictionary the subject of this study, '=#]3]—
ERA -, AI-ddR, "HE-aux] -8 were determined.
Next SJ—RIKS corpus were used to derive the difference of the three
set Korean synonyms of negative polarity items in terms of syntax,
semantics, and pragmatics.

Based on Chapter II, Chapter III conducted a survey and
post interview to examine and compare whether there 1is any
difference between Chinese learners and Korean native speakers on
how to understand and use synonymous negative polarity items. As a
result, it showed the significant differences between these two groups.
And it was also revealed that there was a lack of education in the
different characteristics among synonymous negative polarity items

makes it difficult for students to distinguish negative polarity items
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accurately.

In Chapter 1V, the teaching contents were constructed based on
theresults SJ—RIKS corpus analysis results and the analysis of the
Korean native speakers’ and  Chinese Korean learners’ perception
about the synonymous negative polarity items. After revealing the
educational principles and educational goals of synonymous negative
polarity items the teaching sequence was also hierarchized for
effective training. Then this chapter summarized and discussed the
educational contents of the individual and the discriminatory education
stages of the synonymous negative polarity items as the educational
information that should be provided when educating each negative
polarity item was established.

Chapter V summarized the contents discussed above and described

the significance and limitations of this study.

* Key words: Korean language education, Chinese learners, Synonymous
negative polarity items, Negative sentence, Negator,
Mechanism of Distinguishing Synonyms, Collocation,

Semantic componential analysis

* Student number: 2019-27020
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