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Abstract

A Study on Bronze Age Red Burnished
Pottery in Central Korea

—Foucusing on production, distribution and consumption—

Seunga Boo

Department of Archaeology and Art History
Archaeology major

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Red Burnished Pottery (RBP)is an earthenware found throughout the Korean
Peninsula in the Bronze Age. Most research on RBP has focused on its origins,
and due to its stylistic variety, unlike other Mumun wares, RBP has often been
used to establish regional boundaries or develop detailed regional chronologies.
While these approaches have focused on particular areas and styles, little
attention has been given to the local diversity of RBP and interpreting these local
differences. Instead, most scholarship has highlighted the formal characteristics

of RBP to propose that it was likely used for ritual or other special purposes.

This paper aims to compare several aspects of RBP by region in order to
identify differences in production, distribution, and consumption systems as well
as investigate interaction among local groups. By comparing selected proxy such

as the number of stylistic groups and their quantities, their relative frequencies,
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ubiquity, and associated artifacts, this study aims to examine significant
differences in the consumption of RBP between regions and sites. The analysis
focuses on residential features excavated in the central region of the Korea
Peninsula, which has been divided into the following sub-regions: the
Namhangang River basin, the Asanman Bay area, and the upper and middle
reaches of the Geumgang River.

Results of the analyses suggest significant differences in the way RBP was
consumed in each area. In the lower Geumgang or Asan Bay area, where large
settlement sites appear and the distance between sites is relatively close, RBP
was produced and consumed only within sites, and each site appears to have
unique systems of distribution and use. On the other hand, although most sites
are small and widely dispersed in the Namhangang River basin, RBP was
consumed in a similar manner across sites, which suggests the possibility of local
connections based on the production and consumption of RBP. However, in the
upper reaches of the Geumgang River, it was found that RBP was relatively rare
and used only sporadically, unlike the above areas.

A provenance analysis of RBP was conducted using pXRF on samples discovered
in the Namhangang River basin, the sub—region that showed the strongest
evidence for local networks. Five sites from the Pyeongchang and Yeongwol area,
distributed relatively close to each other, were selected for anaylsis. The results
of the provenance analysis comparing RBP and Mumun earthenware revealed that
whereas Mumun samples were distinguishable between sites, RBP was difficult
to distinguish, suggesting the possibility of an RBP distribution network among
the sites studied. I propose that there were several short—range distribution
networks in the Namhangang River basin. Through this network, RBP was
distributed and used in similar ways and likely contributed to the maintenance of
a similar material culture across the Namhangang River basin.

Regional differences in the production, consumption, and distribution of RBP were
interpreted as relating to the unique social role of RBP in each area. In the
Namhangang River basin, where small sites are dispersed over a wide area, RBP

played a specific role in mediating between local groups and was used as a risk
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mitigation strategy. Local networks seem to have been formed and maintained
through the informational exchange of RBP style. On the other hand, in the Asan
Bay area and the middle and lower reaches of the Geumgang River, sites were
densely populated and residentially stable, suggesting that there may have been

less demand for maintaining regional connections through the distribution of RBP.

By investigating different aspects of social and economic interaction mediated
by RBP within and between local groups, this study suggests the possibility that
RBP, which had, until now, largely been described as a ceremonial earthenware,

held different complex meanings within each region it was used.

Keywords: Bronze Age, Central Region, Red Burnished Pottery, Pottery Distribution,
Consumption, pXRF, Provenance study, Regional diversity, Network

Student Number: 2018—-29931
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