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Abstract

Reference of a Fictional Name in

light of Creationism

Kyungmin Kang
Department of Philosophy
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

It has been thought that fictional objects do not exist. On top of this
belief, if we also accept the anti-Meinongian thesis that a name refers to
only an object that does exist, then a fictional object cannot be the
referent of a fictional name. Additionally, since it is highly implausible
to conclude that something else other than a fictional object could be
the referent of such a name, a fictional name is an empty name that
does not refer to any object.

However, this conclusion that a fictional name is an empty name
comes into conflict with the intuitions observed in the actual use of
fictional names. For example, when a reader of Conan Doyle’s famous
fictional work referentially uses the name ‘Holmes’, it seems that the
person successfully refers to Sherlock Holmes. And when another reader
uses the same name referentially, it seems that the reader also refers, or
co-refers, to the same fictional object referred to by the previous reader.
The view that a referent of a fictional name does not exist cannot
provide a proper explanation of these phenomena. How can it be
possible to explain a reference, or co-reference, of a name fo a certain
ofject when there is no referent of the name?

Reference, or co-reference, of a fictional name can be successfully
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explained from the fictional realist perspective. Among the various
versions of fictional realism, I employ Creationism advocated by Kripke,
Thomasson, and Salmon, among others. According to Creationism,
fictional characters do exist. They are abstract artifacts brought into
existence in the actual world as a result of an intentional act of their
author. In this view, a fictional name might not be an empty name that
lacks a referent; instead, it can be a genuine name that refers to a
corresponding fictional character.

Yet, accepting the existence of fictional characters is not sufficient to
solve all the problems in referring to a fictional character. If a person
referentially uses the fictional name ‘Holmes’, how can the name refer
to Conan Doyle’s Holmes, not something else? Furthermore, under what
condition the very fictional character referred to by this person can also
serve as the referent when other people use the name? Such problems
remain even if we let fictional characters exist.

In this Master’s thesis, I introduce how these problems can be solved
while maintaining the Creationist approach. The main objective of this
paper is to provide a proper explanation about reference-fixing and
co-reference of fictional names in light of Creationism.

To achieve this primary objective, I describe two distinct phases in
the history of a fictional name. The first stage covers the introduction
of a fictional name by its initial baptism. The second stage covers the
propagation of the introduced name over the course of the subsequent
series of name use. I divide the history of a fictional name into two
phases because the initial name use and the subsequent name uses are
governed by two different relations. A descriptively satisfying relation
connects a fictional name and its referent—i.e., a fictional character—in
the initial baptism, whereas causal-intentional connections come into
play in between individual name wuses over the course of the
propagation of the established name. In combination, these respective
relations help us explain how a referent of a fictional name is

determined: a referent of a fictional name is determined to be the
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referent uniquely specified by the descriptively satisfying relation in the
initial baptism, which is connected with the referential uses of the name
through the causal-intentional connections.

This view on the referent determination of a fictional name provides
an answer to the problems raised in the existing body of literature.
First, the ambiguity problem in Thomasson’s extended causal model can
be solved. Thomasson’s “intra fictional ceremony”, which plays the role
of baptism, fails to specify a unique fictional character. In contrast, 1
propose a descriptive intention of a special form to ensure that a
unique fictional character is specified. Moreover, in contrast with the
views of Friend and some others, my view does not require subsequent
speakers to have certain information satisfied by the referent for
referring, or co-referring. This is supported by our intuitive judgement
on the identity of fictional characters when a preexisting fictional
character is imported into new fictional work. By this way, I suggest a
compelling explanation of how fictional names refer, or co-refer, to a
certain fictional character, while inheriting Creationism’s unique
understandings of a fictional object and morals of reference-fixing in the

Direct Reference Theory.

keywords: fictional object, fictional name, reference-fixing,
co-reference, Creationism, Direct Reference Theory,
Pretense Theory
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