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Abstract

User’s satisfaction of space design of

hiking paths in healing forest

Lee Seung-Woo
Dept. of Forest Sciences

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Rapid industrial development has brought changes to human lives.
There is a growing public interest in the hiking paths in healing
forest which 1is perceived to improve health while also enjoying
nature. There is a need consider the factors that affect people’s
satisfaction when designing these hiking paths in healing forest, and
thus is the motivation of this research. This study examined how
social characteristics(gender, age group, health status, marital status,
residence, and economic level) and design factors(accessibility,
connectivity, comfort, and convenience) of the hiking paths in healing
forest affect users’ satisfaction. The personal characteristics of the
users of National Forest Healing Center selected as the research
target were investigated, and the perception and user satisfaction of
the design elements of the hiking paths in healing forest were

investigated. The survey was conducted from May 12 to 15, 2021.
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This study wused survey as the data collection method and
interviewed a total of 214 respondents. Results of the study revealed
that among the personal characteristics of users, there were
significant differences in user satisfaction according to age, marital
status, and residence. Meanwhile, among the design factors,
accessibility and convenience were concluded to have a positive effect
on user satisfaction. In addition, when the user’'s age group, marital
status, and residence were included in this design element analysis, it
was confirmed that

age group had a significant effect on users’ satisfaction, along with
accessibility and convenience. This can 1imply that there is a
difference in satisfaction according to the age of the users, and the
accessibility and convenience of the hiking paths, with also having a
positive effect on people’s satisfaction. It is therefore importantfor the
designer to establish hiking paths i1n healing forests with

considerations on these factors.

keywords : Forest Healing, Hiking Paths in Healing Forest,
User Satisfaction, Public Space, Affordance
Student Number : 2017-25947
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