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The title of Chants of Rain refers to the source materlal of the piece. Much of
the piece is based on Gregorian chant, specifically the “Rorate Caeli” chant. (The
opening words of this chant translate to “Rain down, heavens, from above.”) The
piece begins slowly with veiled references to the chant. Gradually, the texture
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becomes fuller and faster, and the chant itself becomes completely obscured in a
torrent of activity. Only in the end does the source material reveal itself, fading
off into the distance.
Chants of Rain is dedicated to Chiwan Park, a friend with an adventurous spirit
who has established himself as a champion for new music for piri.
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Abstract

An Analysis of Piri solo

<Chants of Rain>

Jeun So-vyoung
Department of Music

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The study analyzed Thomas Osborne’s piri solo <Chants of
Rain>, commissioned and premiered in 2013, and the results

were as follows:

First, <Chants of Rain> was Thomas Osborne’s first piri
solo, based on the medieval church chant, “Rorate Caeli.” Using
the unique tone and technique of the pirz, it was intended to

create the feeling of chant.

Second, the song consists of a total of 13 periodes, intro and
[A|~[L], with a total of 252 bars. There are no key signatures
on all parts, and the appearance notes allows to infer modes by

periode. The entire song is composed of Dorian and Aeolian
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modes, which are influenced by the original song.

Third, it has the characteristics of repeating and transforming
a particular melody within each large periode. Similar melody
lines appear in paragraphs and [Bl, and paragraphs [J] and
K]. Especially at the beginning and the end of the song, the
melody of the chant is emphasized. Major melody types consist
of eb —f introduction melody(@melody type), g—eb —d b melody
(Omelody type), Bb -f-ab f-a b melody(©melody type) and bb
~f'-a’ b melody(@melody type). Among them, @melody type is

also a major melody in the original chants.

Fourth, the rhythm also features similar patterns repeated
within the large periodes. Similar rhythms appear when similar
melodies are repeated within a periode. And during repetition,
variations occur in which the rhythms are magnified or reduced
or split into short rhythms. Frequent rhythms include hemiola,

three—divided rhythm pattern, and a syncopation.

Fifth, dynamics and vibrato(nong-ewum) appear in conjunction
with melody line, emphasizing the feeling of music coming from
melody line. It also uses tremolos, portamentos, and bi—cheong
to reveal the piri’s tone and special technique. The theatrical
device presented by the composer expresses the diminuendo,
where the music moves away from the eyes and ears at the

same time.
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Thus, <Chants of Rain> incorporates two different cultures
into the work by being based on Gregorian chants in mode and
melody, and utilizing their own pir7 In tone and playing
techniques. Through this study, I hope those who want to play
"Chants of Rain” can understand more deeply, and that the

fusion of various cultures will create more new pirs solos.

keywords : Piri solo, Chants of Rain, Thomas Obsborne,
Creative Korean traditional music, Piri, Korean traditional
music, Analysis of Meldoy, Piri playing technique

Student Number : 2017-25726
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427199 QAR
(20219 5€¢€ 10¢¥, e-mail)

Q. What will be the appleaing point/ character of the Piri?

Like many Korean instruments, the piri has a distinct and
expressive character. In addition to its sometimes-subtle and
sometimes—intense timbres, Its ability to modify tones through
vibrato, bending and ornamentation make it an instrument that has an
enormous potential for expressivity. To me, it is an intimate and

personal instrument, one with both gentleness and power.

Q. What motivated you to write ‘Chants of Rain’? Could you
explain the work process of the piece? (ex. Communication with
Chiwan Park, etc---)

Chiwan Park commissioned the piece in 2013. He and I had worked
together a few times before, so I knew how talented a performer he
was. So I opted to write a piece that was both virtuosic and lyrical.
The title came first: “Chants of Rain” is a play on words for the
phrase commonly heard in weather forecasts, “chance of rain.” I
wanted to write a piece inspired by rain, and so I looked to medieval
chants from Europe, finding the Rotate Coeli chant and using it as a

loose inspiration for the piece.

b ! -1
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<Musical Questions about ‘Chants of Rain’>

Q. How did the ‘Rorate Caeli’ influence you to write this piece?
And how are their related musically? In which way the original
‘Rorate Caeli’ was used in this piece? (The melody often begins
with Eb -F-Gb. Is this a melody of the original song which is

hidden in ‘Rorate caeli’?)

It's been so long now since I've written the piece. I don’t recall the
specifics of how the chant infused the melodic materials of the piece,
but I did take some fragments from the source material. And many
parts of the piece are freely composed, without any intentional
connections to the chant. Of course, the goal of the piece is the
arrival of the chant at the end, so I always knew I'd be going there

and that shaped everything that comes before.

Q. Why didn’t you use the key signature? Is it for the change
of Mode?

I know it's common in gugak to use key signatures, and I do this
in some other pieces, but I usually prefer not to. When writing with
a key signature, it can limit one’s imagination if one isn’t careful. But
yes, the reason is to use different modes and not find myself locked

into a particular pitch collection.

Q. What effect did you intend for the tremolo section? (Intro,

[GD)

It is a color of the instrument I wanted to explore, and one I
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hadn’t heard before. So I wrote it and enjoyed the result. Much of
composing works this way: experimenting and then keeping what

works, while changing what doesn't.

Q. At the end of the song, the melody of the original ‘Rorate
Caeli’ is played as it is. Is there any reason for playing the

original ‘Rorate Caeli’?

I enjoyed the thought of hearing a lyrical instrument play
something from a vastly different musical culture. Much of my music
explores intercultural connections, and while the chant is so different
from much gugak, I thought the piri - as an expressive, lyrical

mmstrument - would be well suited to play it.
Q. What effect does the player walks out?

I don’t often include these kind of theatrical devices in my music,

but I had this idea of a natural diminuendo. As the player walks
away, the music disappears. And the chant itself - in my opinion -
has a melancholy character, so watching the player gradually drift off
stage as the music fades away fits that mood.
Q. There is a score called ‘3t=<2 ©|<£H A’ which is a Korean
translated version of ‘Rorate caeli’ in Korean Catholic chant
books. Will it be okay if I use this score for explaining original
‘Rorate Caeli’ on the dissertation?

(ZA e-mailell = & =&l AHEE RS HFed)

Yes, of course.
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¥ g %F3 <Chants of Rain> ¢} H

Thomas Osborne

CHANTS OF RAIN

for piri and janggu

I M 31 =1 -
_ 128 _ ; _"E . !- I; III



Chants of Rain

for piri and janggu

Program Note

The title of "Chants of Rain" refers to the source material of the piece. Much of the piece is
based on Gregorian chant, specifically the "Rorate Caeli" chant. (The opening words of this
chant translate to "Rain down, heavens, from above.") The piece begins slowly with veiled
references to the chant. Gradually, the texture becomes fuller and faster, and the chant itself
becomes completely obscured in a torrent of activity. Only in the end does the source material
reveal itself, fading off into the distance.

"Chants of Rain" is dedicated to Chiwan Park, a friend with an adventurous spirit who has
established himself as a champion for new music for piri.

‘Thomas Osborne

Thomas Osborne
www.thomasosborne.com
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Duration: ca. 10-11' for BtAI &

Chants of Rain

for piri and janggu

THOMAS OSBORNE
(2013)
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