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255 Underdevelopment is mainly caused by the peripheral position of affected countries in the world

.] underdeveloped countries offer cheap labour and raw materials on the world market.

economy. [..

These resourses are sold to advanced economies which have the means to transform them into

finished goods. Underdeveloped countries end up purchasing the finished products at high prices,

depleting the capital they might otherwise devote to upgrading their own productive capacity. (André

Munro, “Dependency theory”, Encyclopedia Britannica, 2018.10.15. https://web.archive.org/web/20

210621073347/https:// www.britannica.com/topic/dependency-theory)
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ez A7 g5oz flade s zEd o}

Baste] AN Gade] AEsEvol: F FHow
e 4 gl s ade] EAlsks FromAel s REv o}

sttt WA WelM 758 AARAe sHZEd oot

15.-1984.06.25.)° olall *5 AA| = AT}, ‘hétérotopie’~ Ll &g §ol=
A Z1olu A o] MR A ol s SRtk AN Fae [E
AVE(Les Mots et les choses: Une archéologie des sciences humaines)] (1966)2]
Mol A FElREdols dudled Ao 5 thal A2 ouE A}

o] wEW R Ed ol fFEI ket Al Jidelw erxlstd
Zrolt}, F3 &= B Z3d| 2 (Jorge Luis Borges, 1899.08.24-1986.06.14)<]
21229 #2494 < °{(El lenguaje analitico de John Wilkins)| (1952)°1 4]
Aui

=
ST wsojul oW 3 wadel BB BF WAL wag.

This passage quotes a ‘certain Chinese encyclopaedia’ in which it is written that ‘animals
are divided into: (a) belonging to the Emperor, (b) embalmed, (¢) tame, (d) sucking pigs,
(e) sirens, (f) fabulous, (g) stray dogs, (h) included in the present classification, (i)
frenzied, (j) innumerable, (k) drawn with a very fine camelhair brush, (1) et cetera, (m)
having just broken the water pitcher, (n) that from a long way off look like flies’.?8

257 (médecine) Anomalie congénitale de la position d’un organe ou d’un tissu. (“hétérotopie”, U] ©]
W 0] ALA. https://dict.naver.com/frkodict/#/search?query=h%C3%A9t%C3%A9rotopie, 20
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Abstract
Comparison Between Chinese and

Korean Web Fiction: From a
Perspective of Gamification

XU Rui

Interdisciplinary Program in Comparative Literature
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This thesis compares Chinese and Korean web fiction from a perspective of
gamification in narration to figure out the properties of web fiction as a heterotopia.
After examining the development of Chinese and Korean web fiction respectively,
I discuss the association between power and knowledge, as well as the mechanism
of discipline in the heterotopia of web fiction, and try to interpret the meaning of
gamification in this sense.

Web fiction and games are related from the very beginning. As for web fiction,
gamification is not the absorption of game design elements in non-game contexts,
but a reveal and diffusion of gameplay, the nature of web fiction.

Chapter 2 traces the development of gamification in Chinese Internet
literature(W 4% 3L %%, Chinese web fiction). From an external viewpoint, Internet
literature moves from the originally non-utilitarian writing to the commercialized,
industrialized way. Commercialization began in 2003 with the successful operation
of Qidian(2 15)’s pay-to-read model. Shanda(#%°K), a company starting from
online games, acquired Qidian in 2004, established Cloudary Corporation(/ KL
%) in 2008, and put forward the Full-Copyright Strategy(4=hAIz S ). Influenced
by Shanda, genre fiction and its game adaptation were highly valued. In 2015,
Cloudary Corporation and Tencent Literature(Ji5 . 3 %) merged into China

Literature([%)3C). China Literature promotes the concept of Pan-Entertainment (32
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1% 1K), thus making the web fiction an integral part of the IP(Intellectual Property)
chain, offering contents to its downstream receivers like games, animations, movies,
TV series, etc. From an internal viewpoint, gameplay in web fiction has been
emerging and diffusing gradually. The embryonic web fiction inherited the traits of
Xuanhuan(% %), Chinese Magic Fiction), Chuanyue(% /%, Dimension Travel) and
YY(E ¥, Mental Masturbation), and developed a game-like writing method in
cyberspace. The first Chinese web fiction Shape of the Wind(R&EW)iE) was
originally a game fan-fiction. During the Establishment Phase, here occurred the
game fiction, a genre representing gameplay intensively. Entering the Fusion Phase,
typical elements of game fiction pervaded into multiple genres. The Anti-Cliché
Phase is featured by ‘real’ background, meta-Chuanyue and antihero, the narratives
of which absorbed game elements.

Chapter 3 examines the development of gamification in Korean Web Novels
($12~7d, Korean web fiction). From an external viewpoint, Korean web fiction is
greatly affected by the Webtoon($}+%) industry, while keeping several indirect
links with games. The book rental shop had been working as the main distribution
method of PC Communication Novels(PC-&%1 4”1, former name of Web Novels)
and Internet Novels(Q1E] Y12~ former name of Web Novels) until 2008 when
Joara(Z°}2}) launched its pay-to-read service. During the commercialization
period, Joara and Munpia(:=3] ©}) became the top 2 web fiction sites in Korea.
However, the situation changed as Naver and Kakao entered the web fiction market
successively. Naver applied the operating model of Naver Webtoon to web fiction
and coined the term ‘Webnovel(] &~41)’. Kakaopage gained popularity with the
help of a game fiction named Moonlight Sculptor(22Z=7tA}) and developed
quickly since then. In the phase of the Big Platform, Naver and Kakao focus on big
web content platforms and incorporate web fiction into web content. From an
internal viewpoint, the representation of gamification has been evolving. In the
Establishment Phase, fantasy, new Wuxia(*!%-3) and romance web fiction could
share the same worldview with games. In the Fusion Phase, different worldviews
were linked via dimension travel(X}-] ©]-&), the logic of which is similar to that of
game login. When it comes to the Gamification Phase, game fiction became a
genre, in which the game world usually parallels the real world and offers an
alternative space to solve real-life problems. In the Evolution Phase, the back-
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ground of adventures moves from fantasy world to the ‘real’ world, and dimension
travel evolves into the return(3] ), possession(*d 2]) and rebirth(3+43).

Chapter 4 compares the histories of Chinese and Korean web fiction and gives
an interpretation of gamification. The heterotopia of web fiction is both a textual
and social space. Compared with the normal world, discipline upon literature
operates in a different way in a heterotopia. Compared with utopia, heterotopia is a
real space. In web fiction, discipline from the elite’s literature view is weakened.
As to the discipline from the government, people may conform to it in order to
evade it. Besides, the direct discipline from big capitals could be resisted only in a
hard way, while the indirect discipline of the capital logic, which presents itself as
the consumer society, is unavoidable.

The heterotopia of web fiction consists of various small heterotopias which
were once scattered in the printing literature era and irreducible to each other. This
is the very reason why it is difficult to form a consistent critical discourse on web
fiction. However, these small heterotopias have at least one thing in common. Most
of them are ‘outside’ of the enlightenment reason and offer spaces for irrational
speaking.

Irrational speaking changes from time to time, and so does gamification. Web
fiction in China and Korea have subtle differences but share a similar trend overall.
In the first stage, worldviews in web fiction resemble that of games. In the second
stage, game fiction gain popularity as a genre. In the third stage, multiple genres
absorb gameplay elements like level-up and game system. Gamification is the
unreason wearing the cloak of reason. The cloak of the reason is technology and
number, while the unreason appears as the technology becomes unthinkable and
the number loses its arithmetical meaning.

Gamification could be regarded as the mark of heterotopia. On the one hand,
it epitomizes the process in which web fiction get incorporated by big internet
capitals. On the other hand, gamification indicates that the story is produced in the
heterotopia of web fiction, where the discipline mechanism works differently.

The heterotopia of web fiction locates between the inside and the outside of

literature, forming a meaningful ‘interruption’ to the current literature discourse.
Keywords : Korean Web Fiction, Chinese Internet Literature, Gamification,

Heterotopia, Power, Knowledge, Discipline, Unreason
Student Number : 2019-25712
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