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Abstract

A Study on South Korea-China

Cooperation

Focusing on “One Belt One Road” and “New Southern

Policy”
Wei Yanyan
Department of Korean Studies
Graduate School of International Studies
Seoul National University

Since the establishment of diplomatic relations between South Korea
and China in 1992, cooperation between the two countries has developed
rapidly. In addition, the areas of South Korea-China cooperation are also
expanding in various fields. Currently, South Korea and China maintain a
strategic cooperative partnership. After Xi Jinping Chairman came to power,
China proposed the "One Belt One Road" strategy in 2013 to promote
domestic economic development and cooperation with neighboring countries.

Since President Moon Jae-in took office in 2017, South Korea has proposed

81



the "New Southern Policy" and "New Northern Policy", pursuing economic
and diplomatic diversification, and emphasizing economic diplomacy with
neighboring countries. In 2019, due to the failure of the US-North Korea
nuclear talks and changes in the international environment, the "New
Northern Policy" could not be expanded in the short term, and South Korea
shifted its focus to the "New Southern Policy." The purpose of this study is to
compare the “One Belt One Road" and "the New Southern Policy" to study
the same strategy and different strategy between China and South Korea, and
make recommendations for South Korea-China cooperation based on this.
Specifically, this research conducted a comparative analysis of the “One Belt
One Road" and the “New Southern Policy" of the content, target countries,
goals, important cooperation areas, economic trends, impact on South Korea-
China cooperation, cooperation projects, etc. In order to make suggestions for

more effective cooperation.

First, it is a common strategy between South Korea and China to
emphasize aspects such as culture, infrastructure, trade, and investment. First,
it is a common strategy between South Korea and China to emphasize aspects
such as culture, infrastructure, trade, and investment. Second, it is a common
strategy between South Korea and China to place importance on development
in Southeast Asia. Third, developing the same important areas of cooperation

is a common strategy between South Korea and China. Fourth, it is a common
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strategy between South Korea and China that the investment trend is same.
Fifth, it is a common strategy between South Korea and China that the
investment fields are the same. And South Korea and China have four
different strategies. First, South Korea's consideration of security is a different
strategy between South Korea and China. Second, China's use of local
governments as a gateway to cooperation is a different strategy between South
Korea and China. Third, China important on regional cooperation, but South
Korea emphasized on national cooperation is a different strategy between
South Korea and China. Fourth, the different strategies of South Korea and

China are that the fields of trade are not the same.

When discussing ROK-China cooperation, issues such as the ROK-US
alliance, Indo-Pacific strategy, THAAD deployment issue, and quad strategy
should also be considered. The prerequisite for developing South Korea-
China cooperation is that South Korea maintains a neutral stance between
China and the United States. Against this background, proposals for South
Korea-China cooperation will be presented based on different strategy and
the common strategy of Korea and China obtained by comparing the “One
Belt One Road" and the “New Southern Policy". Form the current status of
South Korea-China cooperation, just as South Korea and China are
cooperating in areas such as trade and culture, through a common strategy,

South Korea and China can further strengthen cooperation in areas such as
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culture, infrastructure, trade and investment. South Korea-China cooperation
could shift to the Southeast Asian. And since there are emerging industries in
important areas of cooperation between South Korea and China, South Korea
and China can promote cooperation in emerging industries. Since South
Korea-China cooperation is weak in terms of security and South Korea
important on security issues, South Korea and China can promote security
cooperation. In addition, since China uses local governments as cooperation
gateways, it can promote cooperation between Chinese provinces and South
Korea. In addition, since South Korea and China have different trade areas
for each country, South Korea and China can use their respective advantages

to strengthen cooperation.

Keyword: South Korea-China Cooperation, One Belt One Road,

New Southern Policy

Student Number: 2019-27438
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