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von 12.00-12.50 Uhr im Haus des Ministerrates der KDVR (17.03.1981), S. 3
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56) PA AA M 34/201583 (1980-1982): Wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit
DDR-KDVR, Tagesordnung zur VII. Tagung des Beratenden Ausschusses

DDR/KDVR
57) PA AA M 1-A/9855 (1953-1955): AuBenpolitische Beziehungen,

Handelsbeziehungen, Protokollarische Angelegenheiten, Gliickwiinsche
53) PA AA M 1-A/17631 (1956-1957): Beziehungen zwischen der DDR und

Korea; Schriftwechsel Informationen zu Fragen der politischen und 6konomischen

Beziehungen zwischen beiden Staaten (11.04.1957)
59) PA AA M 1-C/102973 (1965-1969): Besuch verschiedener Delegationen

Nordkoreas in der DDR; Delegation der DDR in der Standigen Kommission fur
WTZ DDR und KVDR (05.02.1968)
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60) PA AA M 1-C/102973 (1965-1969): Besuch verschiedener Delegationen
Nordkoreas in der DDR; Delegation der DDR in der Standigen Kommission fur

WTZ DDR und KVDR (09.05.1969)
61) PA AA M 1-C/6909 (1972-1979): Vorbereitung und Abschluf von

Arbeitsplanen sowie eines Abkommens iiber Zusammenarbeit auf
wissenschaftlichem Gebiet zwischen der DDR und der KDVR, Abkommen
tiber die Entwicklung der wirtschaftlichen und wissenschaftlichtechnischen

Zusammenarbeit zwischen der Regierung der DDR und der Regierung der KVDR
62) PA AA M 34/264890 (1986): Vertrige und Abkommen
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67) “Gesprach Erich Honeckers mit Kim II Sung in Berlin (01. Juni 1984)" n.d.
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www.argus.bstu.bundesarchiv.de.

65) PA AA M 34/21587 (1980-1983): Grundfragen der AuBenpolitik, Kampf um
www.argus.bstu.bundesarchiv.de.

&gl o, 19861 ol



........

~
<
i e |
Xn_u e O_lmmH_mﬂ q ‘_.._Alo
— A || OB w_m o | 30
N | ol 03| . Ho —
f_w X 1o ‘_.vu..._ K ToB| ~— WOuO . i i =
— | =] " o Todl=n o o o4 -
) el TAIRELE mﬁa [ oT 1o Ho o ar i
~ =T |TE T TE s Nl = |T ol
P T | R\ = T % I I (S of A =
=) Al | S| 02, X Ho sl | ==\ o7 s |BE e
= ® — o X | ok 2| == ch = S W °© i g
N % &3 o |RP NEE - D DAy Ho |l .
—_— ‘lﬁ E_H Mo 3| — oK o _.___ﬁ N._w._ = 5K <& ,lm.mmu ilo phy =
T N e s ) A 2 i) e
T E] - 704 o ~ |7l o o) Hio ol | = Anmluﬂ],_. N oK ot
X 5 T mﬂ N o A_.e _yL_u_.e ar BD|or S N T | '%o| T >
st —t | = |
HT ﬂ_ol Qh— oo __ oK oK 10J| ] D_ﬂ_ ]M = b mmﬁ X.._ W m___.c o 0| B .A_l ,__ﬂu a)
Bw o EEEE I ey A Blglmd |5 |20y o %
v | =|~o ! &= 110~ 5 0 gkl © o
® N 7H| b oH™ Lﬁx @mﬁﬂ ol E_Mmﬂ %Mom_x% N %ﬂ@ﬂ_.ﬂ M 2
R Y =R |3 of | A o Eotaﬂﬂw‘m 3 w Jor| < 2 —
T o ZEn N miﬂwu Rl ) mﬂmo%ﬁx w B o | ww 3
5 G £ SESESR: = o | ®¥| e = ol =
S [ i Al el 2% (gl el Y NETIE
uy of T oK | RO g5yl Aol —r|ar|er|zk X - N Rk e el ﬂw_ﬂnﬂ} W% il 2 _
of N MM esals 7|50 T Ho| N[ NRC = %o ju_.HTHTJ Ho K | S| ~A| = E| &
- N [T o) - 7 Bl ol ol o BT|m R[N e S
~ Rt i =|73r mﬂ;o‘_ rlkrs] ~ < O 0|~ o™ ~ |Ho :._oo_l I
o)) =T TIE o= e o 7ol |70 | ol | 2r Py
_ B 5| Ho| Lo ol | : T | D il Tl M o
W 6y Wo | ufol " aa_mﬂﬁ%% T 2 | o3| %Q}M%%% S| =
2 = o|tfo| o I WES#EQLO Mo 12|27 > S
N L&) c._o ot res == & 2l ] e T 2
) _._._o:._o <GS HT| ©
o o] — ol o T = .%8%% ks 3
QA _ wloly| g 7 75ﬁ1mm9k%ﬂ <
" o= — 2.9.0. 2 18 N K= = o | =0 o
o 8133 = | = == 2] 2 S
A 2 — || O O SIS . S 181218 o
o BOREE S E < IZIZIZ = 1222 2 ~ R
D22 @ 55 W77. : =) mm3.6. : — 2 ar)
Z 2 2 SI515 © | © |© 13818 8 ~ : S 0 =
(@) (0] < . (@)
— 558 & 0|0 | w0 < IS <
2222 2 % 2|03 © .
— (ep) 9900 o) [Zo) k<o)
— 119 (o)} | A
o0
©




ol

700

!

A

1988.09.22

dlA 9]
o)A A o mHE &=

e &

@
] A} 5]

Aol

-
T

==
T

W BEe

]
.

ﬁo

RS

S

AR kel AN &

]

A7 vkt A2

E

- 3T
=
— R

Bt

21 of] A

AL oF2 A (Dietrich Jarck)7} AHe

2

3

A

o] 5

%

3 FABARY WA Egon Winkelmann) 3}

2]

F9)
I}

e

27/ (Herbert Krolikowski)ol Al A4S H

3L

=g =

S3

7}

= gjabete] 1970'd o HE]

s

59

A o]

g

s

oV

1=}
=

=
<)

-

12% AAlel A

19
(Herbert Schwiesau)7} th&3F 7ro]

Ao 1981d 10¥

o

ol
Ayl

OY

&

Az Y.

2o A% Fov YAEF

1)

S/
1/

</
A A

e L

g o

7

sz
1!

o
=4

AT

aus Phjoéngjang,

(1980-1982): Leiterbriefe

PA AA M 34/190084

Informationsbrief (05.05.1980)

69)

_30_



HAIZ)7] ek mE S YA Fx e [L]ES] HEY T gaEHS] 3964 =
dajzg Ao 2 G gl Fote] Fo piatEe] Eolo] Frletw Qlrh
[LIHEYS Fet7e] #A HAL f A< =gdu Slo. 2ol Fke o]F ol
EolF] gheoh [L]F A AFE 7 FoAE Ao FF FRoNu Q. o&
&+ ‘Hle 3] H (Vertrauliche Bulletin)’e] B} B9 Hizox] 18 5 glr). HoF
of A A& o] GAIRpeFS] et bigh XA FHE e W LYPSNE Eet
Foto] JHE AFaR ek [LJHEHNA FEopL o]FE Fehe Po xoH o F
Y 7ol FY Ao gt BHES 9 =gS F X FA [L]GAAAE o H5]
o - BZFefrl. o]e] hjgF YIer FHols XY o) ) EH F o] Folxof ¢

&3 Hy] IS Fu Fotge] #d&o] oA HsjEu Qo ek o] ExE gy
gl 59 EE ANoR AP FoF Fojis FEo FYITE o]&d &
Z A2H R i FElE HjYele] EE 9L Hpstoh oFF(R))E] ofHE BHF

39S He opF NFHA G PE X gl g 2YE A o5 F9 Py

WEg 7 g e FEe JEAe A §eE BEAIN e [ YHz
QA FEI Feld e e #G HE Felo] kT

1981 109 58¥oll+= s=-&53 AR 2 A6x “HA 2 2457
= gk AEdE] NFHek AEeldEe Adr BuM AE(ET
=53] Fg% FXH, F5 =539 -‘?—94%} 2to] d E (Hans
Reichelt)®ll W3] Rilstil 7 Fto] A H3k S| oA ZUA
of tjaf o]efr] gt 7

1981 124 12¢, &5 954 Ad sz 7|9 5+ 53§
AL FRH AT Bl HA oA Bk ik thE 3 e U o] F
ol Mt

“Rolo A Jge AFH [LJENREGY AeHe] Dok 77

_—

¢

4
HJ

.

|

70) B@e] AFRTE A B guy F@ Agazio} hPH PR AFE
&S TPt PA AA M 34/190084 (1980-1982): Leiterbriefe aus

Phjongjang, Informationsbrief (01.10.1981)
71) PA AA M 34/201583 (1980-1982): Wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit

DDR-KDVR, “Protokoll der VI. Tagung des Beratenden Ausschusses der
Regierung der KDVR und der Regierung der DDR fuer wirtschaftliche und
wissenschaftlich-technische Fragen unterzeichnet” (09.10.1981)
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75) PA AA M 34/22587 (1979, 1982-1984): Botschaft DDR-MfAA KDVR,
Zuarbeit fiir eine Konsultation im AuBenministerium der UdSSR (05.11.1982)
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Karl-Heinz Kern (08.12.1982); PA AA M 34/189984 (1980-1982): Leiterbriefe nach
Phjongjang: Leiterbrief vom Staatssekretar, Dr. Herbert Krolikowski an den
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den Geschiaftstrager a. 1. der Botschaft der DDR in der KDVR, Klaus Barthel
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78) Czempiel, Ernst-Otto. 1969. Die anachronistische Souverénitit: Zum Verhéltnis

von Innen- und Aubenpolitik. Edited by Ernst-Otto Czempiel. 1969th ed.
79) Handwirterbuch Des Politischen Systems Der Bundesrepublik Deutschliand. 2021.

Wiesbaden: Springer Vs, Springer Fachmedien Wiesbaden Gmbh.
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80) Bonwetsch, Bernd and Kudrjasov, Sergej. "Stalin und die II. Parteikonferenz der

SED"” In Stalin und die Deutschen edited by Jirgen Zarusky, 173-206. Miinchen:

Oldenbourg Wissenschaftsverlag, 2014. https://doi.org/10.1524/9783486706338.173

81) von Schubert, Klaus. Wiederbewaflhung und Westintegration. STUTTGART:
Oldenbourg Wissenschaftsverlag, 2010. https://doi.org/10.1524/9783486703634
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The focus of this thesis is to highlight and analyse the
maintenance of diplomatic relations during the Honecker era between
the German Democratic Republic (GDR, FEast Germany) and
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK, North Korea. Under
what conditions was the diplomatic relationship maintained and how
did it change? What did the diplomatic relations between East
Germany and North Korea contribute in achieving the goal of
stabilizing the GDR’s regime?

At first glance, North Korea appears geopolitically non-relevant to
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East Germany however both were part of the Eastern Bloc and
shared the same status quo (namely the division of the country).
Additionally the different interpretation of the communist ideology and
the increasing meaning of the North Korean Juche ideology paired
with the personality cult of Kim Il Sung led to disunity which
depicted the potential for conflict between both states.

In response to the research questions, this thesis argues that for
East Germany, North Korea was nonetheless a socialist ‘brother’ state
that served the purpose of stabilizing the FEastern bloc and
simultaneously East Germany’s socialist system.

This study was possible due to the 30-year secrecy period being
lifted recently which allowed diplomatic documents of GDR to be
available for analysis. The examined diplomatic documents mentioned
above are primary data of the East German Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (Ministerium fiir Auswirtige Angelegenheiten der DDR) and
its ‘Department for East Asia’ (Abteilung Ferner Osten), as well as
documents of the Politburo of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany
(Sozialistische Einheitspartei Deutschlands), accessible at the German
Federal Archives (Bundesarchiv). In addition, primary materials such
as documents, reports and letters of ministerial meetings from the
Archives of the German Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Politisches
Archiv des Auswirtigen Amtes), which are accessible, and secondary
materials such as newspapers, research papers, and monographs
related to East German foreign and domestic politics are included in
the analysis.

After collecting data on diplomatic documents and other materials,
the data were subdivided and structured, and the contents were
analyzed qualitatively based on the method of Philipp A. E. Mayring
(2015) according to each period and category.
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Not enough studies have been sufficiently conducted as to why the
relationship was maintained by East Germany in the first place and
why it changed from ‘pro forma' to a cooperative and active mutual
relationship. The division and the ideological conflict of the Cold War
exposed the GDR to an intrinsic systemic weakness, which the East
German political elite attempted to counter by mobilising domestic
and foreign policies. Therefore, in order to examine how FEast
Germany’s political elite dealt with the unstable system, this study
also analysed what structural factors determine the GDR’s domestic
and foreign policies.

This study was conducted based on realism and a detailed analysis
was carried out in a single case study method, focusing on East
Germany’s historical facts and their interpretation within the context
of the Cold War. The diplomatic relationship between East Germany
and North Korea was established after the Second World War.
During the Cold War, East Germany’s diplomatic relations were
limited to socialist countries until 1972 due to the ideological conflict
at the time. Thus, the choice of diplomatic allies was limited to a
small number of countries, and while North Korea still did not have
a high priority for East Germany, it seems that the relationship could
not be completely neglected for practical reasons.

During Ulbricht’s rule in 1950-1971, East Germany took a passive
position in relations with North Korea for several reasons. The
economic difficulties of the two countries made East Germany no
longer able to provide financial support to North Korea as it did in
the 1950s, and it made it impossible for North Korea to consistently
fulfill its obligations of agreements. This meant that solidarity
between the socialist brotherhoods at the beginning of the

establishment of diplomatic ties was not stable enough. The
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ideological gap between the East German-based international
socialism and North Korea’s Juche ideology and the personality cult
also acted as a conflicting factor that worsened the relationship.

The two countries faced a clear turning point after Honecker’'s rise
to power. Honecker had planned to visit North Korea and in advance
there was an active exchange of letters between stakeholders from
both countries, which included proposals for new agreements. What
makes this change interesting is that during Honecker’s rule East
Germany was no longer isolated internationally, as it was able to
establish diplomatic ties with Western countries, and on the surface it
appears that there is no need to focus on a diplomatic relationship
with North Korea.

Previous studies on the changes of the relationship between the
GDR and North Korea include Schifer(2004), Kang-Schmitz (2011),
Lee Kyung-seok and Kim Gyeong-mi (2016). Past research shows
that there 1is little to no analysis and knowledge around East
Germany’s North Korea policies. In fact, previous studies on East
German foreign policy are very limited. The few earlier studies on
East German foreign policy have been mainly limited to the
relationship between East and West Germany and the Soviet Union.
There are very few studies on the relationship between East
Germany and North Korea, and even these focus on foreign policy
from the perspective of North Korea rather than East Germany.

In conclusion, what can be confirmed from the analysis in this
thesis is that East Germany also maintained the relationship between
the two countries because it was beneficial from a diplomatic point of
view. In fact, North Korea's pro active attitude in maintaining its
relations with GDR during the Honecker period was the main driving

force as to why the diplomatic relations between the two countries
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was possible. To have a relationship with a socialist brother state
was helpful in the maintenance of the status quo in East Germany.
Additionally, East Germany’s awareness of international socialism
played a major role in improving relations with North Korea.
International socialism as conceived by FEast Germany means
“continuously strengthening mutual friendship, mutual benefit, and
close cooperation, and jointly defending the achievements, interests
and goals of socialism”., meant the desire for the communist bloc to
prosper in order to avoid the collapse of the regime. For East
Germany, maintaining the status quo was a top priority, so it was
not that East Germany was very satisfied with its diplomatic
relations with North Korea, but that North Korea was very active in
maintaining relations and made efforts to uphold the terms of the

treaty.
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