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Abstract
Representing the Memories of

Urban Space from the View of

Women Workers

: Focusing on the Criticism of Selective

Representation of Daegu Textile Industry

Green Kim
Urban and Regional Planning
The Graduate School of Environment Studies

Seoul National University

This study aims at criticizing the male-centered representation of
Daegu as a textile city and suggests an alternative method of calling
women workers as the subject of urban space through the methods
of urban archiving.

The results of this study are as follows. First, the identity of
Daegu as a 'textile city’ represented women workers who were the
main subjects of the textile industry fragmentarily. The various
processes in the textile industry and the various tasks performed by
women workers have not been fully displayed in such representation.
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In particular, the figure of women working in office jobs was
excluded in the simplified representation of the women as low-skilled
laborers.

Second, the representation of the city with a monolithic aspect of
the economic value tends to conceal the multiple identities of female
workers. Women workers were simultaneously technicians, daughters,
mothers, the heads of households, and/or students. They were also
economic agents who earned money not only to support their
families, but also to to help their own livelihoods, and to finance
their marriage.

Third, for women workers, labor was just a means, not a purpose.
They chose the labor to support their families, earning a living, or
continuing their studies. Also, all five women workers who
interviewed had an aspiration for education.

Fourth, selective representation of the textile industry did not
contain the story of small enterprises. The facilities of factories and
the working environment of women workers varied according to the
size of companies. Although the working environment is still lacking
in small business nowadays, they often regarded the poor working
environment merely as a 'small inconvenience’ to make a living, the
more urgent object to the women. In other words, many women
considered even the dangerous and poor working environments as an
opportunity cost. Such agency has rarely drawn the attention of
mainstream criticisms, which have mostly focused on how the poor
environments further exploited the women, regarding them simply as

‘victims.”’

Fifth, while the women workers’ daily routines were tailored to
the ways the machine operated, they were not entirely subordinated
to the factory. At that time, the factories were suffering from job

- 109 - AME-T



shortages of technicians. The managers often overlooked the
deviations of women workers and even listened to their demands to
prevent labor outflow.

Suppose women are called the subject of space instead of the
passive victims in the production of such space. It would avoid the
misinterpretation of women workers as the victims of labor
exploitation or simple representation of them as the mobilized by
the developmentalist state for national development. When women
are called the subject of space, ’textile city’ Daegu becomes the
place of opportunity for them. What is a point that has rarely been
highlighted in urban studies so far is the stories of various subjects,
rather than the economic value, that really constitute the dynamics
of urban spaces.

This study reversed the male-centered perspective taken for
granted in urban studies through the daily lives of women workers
excluded from the representation of cities. Women workers in the
current representation of ‘textile city’ have merely served as a
supplement to the success story of the companies, the hero of the
growth of the great city. It means that the mainstream view adopts
a male-centered bias. Therefore, this study aims to identify the
elements in which the memory of a city is created through the
process of selective representation and to suggest an alternative
method of calling women workers as the active subjects of space
through urban archives.

In addition, the alternative way to look at space not only
appropriates women are regardedas the subjects of urban history but
also suggests a counter-discourse to the politics of memory and
selective representation. That would avoid hegemonic identification in
which space is intentionally edited and has a single character while
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the value of the city being reduced solely economically.

Finally, this study has two limitations. First, since the
representativeness of the interviewees could not be guaranteed, there
was a limit to restoring the lives of all women workers in the Daegu
textile industry as it was. Second, although the alternative method of
calling women subjects to the center of urban narratives has been
suggested, it is just a discourse of counter-character rather than a
theory. If there is a follow-up study, it is expected that the study
will proceed to further specify the alternative method to the selective

representation of the city.
keywords : Women Worker, Urban Archives, Textile Industry,

Selective Representation, Politics of Memory, Daegu.
Student Number : 2019-27051
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