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Abstract

An Artwork Study on the
Representation of Insubstantiality of

Desire Consumption

Lee, Jinyoung
Master of Fine Arts in Sculpture
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

People engage not only in ‘necessary consumption’ to satisfy essential
elements of life, but also in ‘desire consumption’ to feel pleasure and
contentment. The producers advertise an image that transcends the object’s
function and designated purpose, and, naturally, consumers accept this
exaggerated expectation, which amplifies the desire they project onto the
objects. People consider objects not just as a means to satisfy basic needs but
as something more, a medium of desire, and project excessive desires on
them. However, they often consume objects without realizing this. In
addition, since purchasing and owning objects produces immediate results
that can easily be achieved, people tend to consume objects without

accurately grasping the source and reality of their desires.

Nevertheless, fulfilling desire through acquisition of objects may
lead to false satisfaction. This is because objects are only the medium

through which desire is projected, not the end goal itself, and the image, or
-
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visual representation, of objects often creates illusory desire. Furthermore,
fabricated desire encourages compulsive consumption and can cause an
overturning phenomenon in which images of an object replace the object
itself. Also, in this phenomenon, vanity is created, and this leads people to

feel a sense of deficiency.

The purpose of this study is to study the sculpting methods to
visualize the inefficacy of fulfilling desire through acquisition of objects.
Based on personal experiences and social phenomena, I explored the
fictitious aura of objects by analyzing the desires mediated by specific
objects. The fictitious image of an object is materialized and exposed as a
piece of work, which can be largely classified into three methods. The first is
to remove the representation by dismantling or transforming the surface skin
of the object, the second is to disrupt the representation by changing the
consisting material of the object, and the third is to convert the
representation by using the material that contrasts with the image of the

object.

By unraveling the objects covered in fictitious and fabricated
imagery using the methods mentioned above, I intend to reveal the vanity
that people are projecting onto the object, thereby alleviating the misguided
desire. Objects whose representation has been removed/disrupted/converted
through artistic endeavor lose their exaggerated illusory images and the
desire forged by those images. My work is an attempt to free us, the
consumers, from the insubstantiality of desire consumption by altering the
appearance of objects and allowing us to recognize objects as mere materials

rather than symbols of our desires.
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