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A Reinterpretation of Confucian Moral

Concepts for Republican Civic Education:
‘Geukgibokrae(C{EME ) and ‘Seo(#)’

Mei Lee

Major Advisor : Duck-Joo Kwak, Ph.D.
Philosophy of Education

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Although community competence 1is emphasized as the core
competence of today’'s curriculum, recent social issues show that
community competence has yet to be addressed in detail by members
of society. At the same time, due to the ambiguity of the concept of
citizen, neglecting its value and necessity, from this fact, members of
today’s society have a sense of the fundamental problem of "lack of
human morality”. In addition, some people say that today’'s
community of citizens should be oriented toward the community, but
the reality is tainted with anti—-community egoism. Therefore, Korean
civil society needs a change from individual citizens. Of course, the
reason for the failure of the normal construction of the civic
community today is that the political, economic, historical and cultural
elements cannot be unified, and the ambiguity about the integrity of
the citizens also exists. However, as citizens, the inner change of
each person is the fundamental improvement that really changes our
community.

In fact, although we live in the Community as citizens, it is not

appropriate to accept fully the regulations, power structures and



irrationalities laid down by the Community, or to compromise. That
said, we should not destroy or turn our backs on our communities in
the process of transforming them. We will have to change our world
by pinpointing the problems within the fence of communities and
correcting them with a methodology appropriate for them.

The author wants to explore the conceptual countermeasures with
this problem consciousness, focus on the historical and cultural
context of Korean society, and put forward the concepts of
‘Geukgibokrae(7e (L {Zi%) and ‘Seo(4!)’ represented by Confucius in
traditional Confucianism as the core of civic virtue education. The
reason why this study chooses Confucius’ philosophy as its
theoretical background is that Confucius’ main focus is “what kind of
person will he become?”

Therefore, based on The moral philosophy of Confucius, which
emphasizes human nature, the researcher wants to make a
contribution to the construction of an ideal new community through
moral education of every citizen to make them have a Korean and
Republican citizenship.

This gives individual members of the society a republican
citizenship, thus leading to a new community competence. And the
individual here is not an isolated individual, but a relationship with
others, with the world ‘as an individual who is an open subject of
moral judgment.” This inner strength comes from a man's
comprehensive republican citizenship, which is both civic and moral,
and thus gives the individual the community competence.

Thus, such a society consisting of individuals as subjects of open
moral judgment, with both civil competence and community
competence, is the empathic community we aim for. In other words,
the  implementation  of  ‘Geukgibokrae(ra.{Hii)’ and  the



implementation of ‘Seo(#!)" for the continuation of ‘Geukgibokrae( v
{471%) are to cultivate moral citizens of the modern times, to equip
citizens with civil etiquette, to play a full resonance ability, to
cultivate citizens based on the flexible contact of individual selves in
the public sphere, and to contribute to the building of a community of
consensus. And this sense of self comes with what it takes to form
1deal relationships with others in the community.

The fact that a citizen has these abilities and qualities means that
the individual has sufficient civil competence and potential to build an
empathetic community. Therefore, in order to successfully cultivate
Korean citizens with Korean characteristics and republicanism, who
act intelligently in both public and private spheres through self-rule,
Korean society needs moral education that is in line with Korean
characteristics. This moral education should consist of civic ethics
rooted in Western capitalism and democracy on the one hand, and the
mutual integration of morality as a military ruler rooted in the oil
tradition on the other. Therefore, in the Confucian philosophy, as a
moral citizen, researchers will propose the concepts of ‘Geukgibokrae
(M f2i%) and  ‘Seo(Z), which can maintain a flexible

self-relationship and bond with others on the basis of self-rule.

Key words: Republican civil education, Moral education,
Geukgibokrae(mC.{ZiE), Seo(), self-rule, A sympathetic
community

Student number: 2018-26802
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