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Abstract

A Study on Depiction of the
Inner World Expressed through

Documentation of Dreams

-based on my works-

Baek, Hyo Hoon
Painting Major, Department of Painting
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Upon experiencing it through dreams, my work illustrates one’s
inner world. Continuous interaction between fantasy and reality led to
documentation of it in a journal and drawing. However, since vision
1s doubtlessly personal, the validity and significance of an act of its
portrayal and academic analysis are inevitably viewed with
skepticism. Regrettably, a dream has interpretative limitations
stemmed from its fundamental attribute despite all the research
regarding human subconsciousness; thus, unavoidable ambiguity takes
root in current discourse.

The academic ground of this analysis 1s Jungian analytical
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psychology. This paper interprets dreams by adapting synchronicity:
the meaningful coincidental consonance between a distinctive
psychological state and external events that often correlate with the
archetypes densely weaved into the collective unconscious. This
theory can provide a psychological explanation to simultaneous or
recurrent phenomenons transcending physical restraints, mainly time
and space.

By classifying into two discrete categories of ‘self’ and ’others,” I
applied the comparison analysis method to interpret subjects that take
a pivotal role in the main context of the dream. In the realm of
subconsciousness, my identity hovers between material one and
extant being whom 1 designated as 'the spirit.” This interdependent
relationship lasted over a decade developed a narrative, which
subsequently shaped itself as a distinguished myth. The creation and
cognition of ’'private myth’ function as a bedrock of
self-improvement; thus, the further mythological study holds the
potential to enlighten humankind’s latent, spiritual ability, as Joseph
Campbell’s research emphasized. Notable imagery of mythical
‘others,” which excerpted from my enshrined dreams, includes
wounded animals —primarily detached from my state of reality to a
large degree—and a black moon.

To explain another case of the optical extract, I described the
lingering emotion of lamentation provoked when undergoing a
significant loss delineated in my work and augmented analysis by
providing an experiential backdrop. A picture plane i1s a liminal space
between dream and reality; I vividly describe my emotional antiphon
to accentuate this underlying concept of painting as a memoir or
replica for dreams. The mirror image initiates the crucial role of the

medium connecting myself revealed through dream and ’'the spirit.’
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Furthermore, a comparison between the solid material form and the
manifested form of the mirror in the dream results in the
enhancement of the mirror's aspect as a psychological/spiritual
passageway, in addition to the physical trait of reflection.

By adopting and enacting a visualization process, space and object
adhering idiosyncratic characteristics are drawn out from the void.
Through endeavor to fully reenact my dream experience, the contour
of objects is blurred; scarcity of light sources emanates an abstract
chiaroscuro. In this process, Korean mulberry paper(®3#], Jang-]Ji)
serves as an excellent foundation for depicting profound darkness as
it tolerates a sufficient amount of water-based paint. Subsequent
procedure regards excavating figures and imageries from the tranquil
space rendered on the surface, which spanned to an unfathomable
shade of black. Finally, repetition flickering amid absorption of fibrous
ground and deluge of sentiment is easily altered into the dialogue
with the other—self: the conclusive phase of self-restoration. By
deciphering and recording it in a figurative manner, I ruminate the
connotation of a dream as an essential part of life, reclaiming the

facts of my existence.
Keyword : Dream, Continuity of dreams, Record, Synchronicity,

Mirror, Inner world, The other within
Student Number : 2001-21774
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