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Abstract

Research on calendrical system and utilization in King Sejong

period: Chinese dates and Korean local time

JUN, Yong Hoon *

This paper aims to reveal the Korean characteristics of astronomical research focusing
on the research on calendrical system and utilization of it in King Sejong period
(1419-1449). To come close to them, most of all, two main conditions given to Korean
astronomy, the tribute-investiture relationship and the difference of standard point between
Korean and Ming China should be considered. Korea tried to obtain the same dates with
those of Ming China because it was a tribute state which has to uphold dates of Ming
China. Korean on the other hand had a different standard point from Ming China in
calendrical calculation, the former was Seoul while the latter was Beijing. It was why
Korea tried to set up and use local time reckoning system based on its own standard
point. As a result, Korea came to use a mixed system in its time calculation and
reckoning. For year, month, and day, Korea used the same Chinese dates, while for the
daily life it used local time of Seoul. We can actually find this mixed system in annual

calendars issued in late sixteenth century Korea.

Key words : Tribute-Investiture relationship, calendrical system, dates, local time,
standard point, annual calendar

* Associate Professor, The Academy of Korean Studies.



