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Abstract

A Study on the Orders System in Dachan Empire
Kang, Da Yeong *

In Goryeo and Joseon, there was a premodern promotion system involving the
investiture of a meritorious subject. The system provided those who made huge
contributions to the state and royal family with a variety of privileges including the title
of a meritorious subject, land, slaves, and transmission by heredity. Entering modern times,
however, Korea needed a new form of promotion system fit for the changing structure of
the nation. Following the transition toward a modern state structure after the Gabo Reform
and the flow of the times common for all nations, the government decided to praise
government officials and soldiers with a new promotion system called order.

Orders were a modern promotion system designed to select individuals that made
contributions to the state at the national level and praise their distinguished service through
the commander-in-chief. In Korea, the orders system began with the proclamation of
“Administrative Law for Pyohunwon,” which supervised affairs about orders, in July 1899
and that of “Orders Ordinance” in April, 1900 after the establishment of Daehan Empire.
There were several rounds of discussions about orders already before the proclamation of
Orders Ordinance, and the discussions happened in the process of changing relations
between Japan and Russia those days.

The orders of Dachan Empire had a shorter history in their establishment than those of
Western countries and Japan, but they hold significance as an attempt at establishing the
status of the state through a modern promotion system and an emblem to be used in

foreign relations. The introduction and settlement process of the orders, however, underwent

* Ph.D. Student, Graduate School of Humanities and Sociology, The University of Tokyo.
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confusion many times, depending on changes to Russia-Japan relations. After Japan’s
annexation of Korea, orders degenerated into a tool to praise the distinguished service of

Japanese people related to the treaty as well as pro-Japanese figures.

Key words : Dachan Empire, promotion system, Pyohunwon, order, Orders Ordinance



