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Abstract

The emergence of Gyeongse Yupyo and the nature of

the reform proposal:

The encounter between traditions and modernity in 19th century
Kim, Pack-chol *

Since the Joseon Studies Movement was promoted through the publication of Yeoyudang
Jeonseo in commemoration of the 100th anniversary of Jeong Yak-yong's death, the Silhak
Movement and his research are inseparably related. As he experienced both the
bureaucratic life of the royal court and the country life during exile, he was relatively
bright in the circumstances of the central and local area.

Gyeongse Yupyo sought to reorganize into a new state system by analyzing the Korean
society in the 18th and 19th centuries and utilizing the knowledge of the splendid ancient
events of China. First, it pursued unity under the grand principle of embodying the theory
of Xiao Zhou in real society. Second, it sought to reduce costs and develop new tax
sources. Third, the management of the bureaucracy was generally reformed. Fourth, he
tried to actively accept foreign culture. This spirit of Gyeongsae Yupyo can be seen as the
best way to reveal the values of King Gojong’s Gubon Sincham, which means take the
old as the basis and refer to the new one. That’s why the lingering regret over unfinished
reforms since forced annexation has constantly summoned the Gyeongsae Yupyo to the real

world.

Key words : Silhak, Rites of Zhou, Jeong Yak-yong, Gyeongse Yupyo, a reform plan
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