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Abstract

The Study on the Operation of the Directorate for Rewarding
‘Bunmu’ Meritorious Subjects and the Production of Certificates of

Meritorious Subjects in the King Yeongjo period
Lee, Sangbaek *

Uigwe for Rewarding the “Bunmmu’” Meritorious Subjects (FEiEFEIEREEHL) is the
official document on the process of rewarding and bestowing the title of “Bunmu”
(“meritorious  subject”) to officials who helped suppress the revolt of Yi Injwa (Z=W(A,
?-1728) in the 18th century.

This study focused on researching two functions based on records of Uigwe. Firstly, the
author investigated operations of the temporary directorate established for the national task.
Secondly, the researcher examined the process of production and distribution of certificates
to officials.

The directorate operated from 1728 to 1730 and performed different tasks depending on
the time period. Firstly, the organization managed selecting meritorious officials, holding
the national event, and producing portraits and certificates. After completion of these main
tasks, the organization worked for distribution of certificates and compilation of Uigwe.

Since more than 9,000 certificates were produced, it took a considerable amount of time
to produce the records and errors occurred frequently. In addition, certificates were not
distributed to officials according to the procedure meaning errors were also identified in
the distributed certificates. Therefore, the collection, correction, and distribution of Uigwe
were often repeated.

As such, the Uigwe for Rewarding the “Bunmmu” Meritorious Subjects shows the process
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and trial and error of the production and distribution of records at the national level in

18th century.
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