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10) Judy Van Zile, 2007 “Korean Dance in Hawaii”, Yong-Ho Ch'oe Ed, From Land of
Hibiscus, Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press, pp.256-277.
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13) Tae-Ung Baik and Duk Hee Lee Murabayashi, 2011 “The Historical Development of
Early Korean Immigration to Hawaii and its Legal Structure”, Journal of Korean Law 11,
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14) Wayne Patterson, 2000 The Iise: First-generation Korean Immigrants in Hawaii, 1903-
1973, Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, pp.68-79.
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17) R. Anderson Sutton, 1987 “Korean Music in Hawaii”, Asian Music 19(1), p.104: Judy
Van Zile, op.cit., pp.257-258.

18) Judy Van Zile, op.cit., p.258.

19) “Korean Girls Club to Present Play Depicting Home Life, Jan. 14", The Honolulu
Advertiser, 8 January 1928: “Korean Girl's Staging Play”, Honolulu Star-Bulletin, 19
May 1934[ 23], &kol =#(2021a), 1079 A& 1.

20) Heeyoung Choi, 2020 “Beyond Nostalgia: “Arirang” in Early Twentieth-Century
Hawaii”, FEumak gwa munhwa 43, pp.101-168.
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22) “Music of Many Races at the Academy”, Honolulu Star-Bulletin, 4 May 1935.
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25) Judy Van Zile, op.cit., p.258.
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30) David K. Yoo, 2006 “Nurturing Religious Nationalism: Korean Americans in Hawaii”,
Laurie Maffly-kipp et al Eds, Practicing Protestants, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins
University, pp.100-117.

31) “Korean Play Enjoy Here”, Hawail Tribune-Herald, 7 May 1938: “Life of Korean GIrl
Wil Be Seen in Play”, Hawaii Tribune-Herald 5 May 1938: “Cast of Play
Announced”, Hawail Tribune-Herald, 24 Apr 1938.

32) Judy Van Zile, op.cit., p.259.
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(Abstract)

Chun Susan’s Musical Activities: Embodying the Modern Women

in the Korean Diaspora During the Early Twentieth Century

Choi, Heeyoung *

This study examines diverse aspects of new women exemplified in Chun Susan’s life
in early twentieth-century Hawai’i, with a particular focus on her performance activities.
Despite having no experience learning Korean music and dance in Korea, Chun taught
and promoted traditional performing arts as a teacher of the Hyung Jay Club, the
YWCA-affiliated Korean cultural organization. Second-generation Koreans of the club
regularly participated in multicultural events that the Honolulu Academy of Arts, hosted
for promoting a better understanding of cultures of different ethnic groups in Hawai‘i.
Traditionally, the presentation of Korean traditional culture to general audiences was
exclusively the realm of gisaeng in Korea. As an elite woman from a high-class family,
Chun took the role of preserving and presenting the performing arts in Hawai‘i by
transcending old customs of the traditional Korean music world. Her open attitudes
toward Korean native music, regardless of religious origins, inclusion of men of different
backgrounds in stage performances, and practicing Korean traditional percussion
instruments, all deviated from long-established customs in Korea. Chun’s cultural
activities, alongside her well-known nationalist movements, aptly represent the life of

modern women in the Korean diaspora.

Key Words : Chun Susan, colonial modernity, modern women, Hawai‘i, traditional
performing arts, Hyung Jay Club, multiculturalism, Korean diaspora

* Visiting Scholar, Department of History, Northern Illinois University.



