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Abstract

A Study of Western Music History
in High School Music Textbooks
based on 2015 Revised Curriculum :

focused on Learning Activities

Lee, Jin Hee
Department of Interdisciplinary Program in Music Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study analyzes the contents and learning activities of
Western music history in high school music textbooks by ten
publishers under the 2015 revised curriculum, to suggest
effective teaching strategies on Western music history.

The contents of the textbooks were largely divided into
'related elements' and 'learning activities'. Related elements were
subdivided into the 'definition of musical era and description’,
'reflection of achievement standards', ‘'learning goals', and
'representative music from each era'. Learning activities were
divided into the 'area analysis', 'music score', 'visual material',
and 'connection with other subjects’.

First, the definition of musical era and top associated
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keywords had subtle variations among the ten publishers.
Therefore, it will be helpful if a teacher could inform that the
exact years of a period can be flexible, while introducing a
musical era to the students. In description part, background and
musical characteristics of each era were mentioned, but the
explanation of new styles and genres was insufficient.

Second, the reflection of achievement standard analyzes
whether the three achievement standards in the appreciation
were met in both contents and learning activities. Only about
12% of cases met the standards in the learning activities. Thus,
it is necessary to add the 'activities to express musical concepts'
and the 'activities to deal with musical characteristics along with
historical and cultural backgrounds' in the learning activities.

Third, the learning goals of Western music history were
inclined toward statements such as ‘understanding’ and
‘appreciating’. Two of the publishers had relatively diverse
predicates such as comparison, explanation, distinction, and
expression. Although most cases had their learning activities and
learning goals matched, some cases did not. If the goals such as
‘distinction', 'expression', 'investigation', and 'presentation' were
added, classes will be able to explore the subject at a deeper
level.

Fourth, the representative music from each era were listed as
low as one to as many as twenty per textbook. Most frequently
listed pieces and composers for each era were summarized. Since
the activities often involve music introduced in the ‘'learning
goals', it will be ideal if the students can directly experience the
characteristics of the era through the music itself.

Fifth, stratifying the learning activities into ‘'expression',
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‘appreciation', ‘'application', and 'combination' revealed that
learning activities were biased toward ‘appreciation', whereas
‘expression’ took up a very small portion. Therefore, learning
activities need to be reconstructed to have more balance.

Sixth, the music score in textbooks were divided into
‘complete’, 'partial’, 'explanatory'. The music score required for
most of the learning activities was presented. It will be helpful if
the score are edited based on the purpose of the activity.

Seventh, the visual materials were divided into ‘'timeline',
‘historical background', ‘'composer', and ‘others'. Only b5
publishers included the timeline in their textbooks, and it is
recommended to add it to those textbooks that lacked it.

Eighth, the activity of connection with other subject accounted
for about 16% of all learning activities. 'Connection with other
subjects' is a crucial step to nurture the musical creativity and
interdisciplinary thinking, and thus, students will benefit from the

activity.
keywords : music education, western music history, music

textbook, learning activity
Student Number : 2020-21529
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