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Abstract

A Qualitative Case Study on
Book Club Members'’

Participation

Zhang, Cai Hua
Major in Education, Department of Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

When 1 arrived at Seoul, I was impressed by Korean youths
attending reading club meetings regularly. I was curious to know
what made them enthusiastic about such meetings. While getting to
know more about the fad, I happened to find out that there were
only a few studies conducted on them. Moreover, even the smaller
number of existing studies reflect educational points of view. Today
people have varied ways of spending their time ever before. People
prefer playing their mobile phones to reading books. Considering
significant benefits that studying reading clubs would bring us

academically and socially. I decided to begin this study.
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The objective of this study is to find out how such book clubs are
functioning, which has sparked almost no interest among the
education sectors. This study goes deeper down to the core aspect of
the reading club as well as its surface appearance. The main focus is
on participants in the meetings. Based on years of research, this
study is to shed a new light on the educational benefit of book
meetings. To have a close look at deep structure of the book club, I
did a qualitative case study. I chose out a book club called ‘Free
Books” which is composed of its members with dedication, depth, and
fun. The participation i1s voluntary. To reach its goal, I posed three
questions as follows: First, what does Free Books club look like?
Second, what characteristics does Free Books club have? Third, what
1S the educational and anthropological meaning of Free Books club?

Throughout the study, I met five members of the club who seemed
to have impacted the formation and the characteristics of the book
club. For collecting materials, I did participation, field research, and
interviews which are commonly used in qualitative studies. I have
three outcomes from this study.

First, what does Free Books club look like? Captain Ham started
this book club with three other members, believing book club meeting
was worthwhile. To recruit members, he used an Android app, called
“Small Gathering”. The club needs its members assistance in
reserving venues, selecting books, dealing with agenda, and holding
meetings. Active participants became board members. A typical
meeting usually ends with afterward hangouts.

To understand how the club operates, I divide into six categories:
participants, managerial members, mini meetings, books discussion,
afterward hangouts, and regulations. To pursue its original goal, the

club prioritized participants and books discussion. Therefore, I tried to

- 140 -



look into those two aspects deeply.

To understand the club members’ participation, I delve into the
kinds, characteristics, and attitudes, of participants. I found four
distinctions of it. Captain Ham wants to be a wise man rather than
to be successful in money-making. Soon-Young and Ji-Soo are
thinkers. They are introspective. You-Kyung is interested in societal
problems and thus wishes to find solutions to them. She deserves the
title of an active responder to societal problems. Kai i1s an eager
learner, willing to learn anything from sharing emotions and feelings
through interactions.

Free Books club does not influence its members when anyone
wants to join or leave the club. However, it requires all members to
read an assigned book and to show mutual respect by using polite
expressions, not swear words. Although widely open to anyone who
wants to join, it did not seem that every member enjoyed the degree
of openness when it comes to book discussions. Ham, You-Kyung,
Soon-young and Dong-gue-rami were regular members. However,
Kai did not attend all the club meetings. He poorly participated in the
meetings due to lack of frankness. He did not like to hear cliches
and bromides. He could not stand people telling beautiful stories. In
addition, he claimed that he gained little or nothing from book
selection processes and communications.

This analysis provides me with an opportunity to study the book
club from an educational viewpoint. All members are trying to
become better persons and to make a better society. They learn and
develop themselves by having conversations about books, people, and
themselves. When compared with school education, book club
meetings follow a different path although the two share the same

goal. Members of book clubs are more active than students at school.
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In book clubs, no one pushes them to work harder, to check their
progress. When member have questions, they must find their
solutions and answers on their own. On the other hand, they can get
access to many different viewpoints, although there are occasions
where they cannot express their thoughts as freely as they can for
some reasons. Some are reluctant to put out their thought, and others
are worried that they might hurt others’ feelings. Besides,
personalities, sexes, tactfulness, cultures in which they grow play
distinctive roles in restricting a free flow of thoughts.

The entire process of this research 1s a pilgrimage to wisdom.
Through conducting this research, I can get some understanding of
qualitative case study based on Anthropology of education and nature
of book club meetings. I must confess the lack of my study due to
the given extent and scope of this research. However, I hope to gain
a newer understanding about book clubs through further follow—-ups
in the field.

keywords: book club, participation, book discussion, the matter
of frankness.
Student Number : 2017-28748
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