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Abstract

Baekje’s Advance into
Hwaseong&QOsan Areas and the

Domination of the Region

Han Jisun
Department of Korean History

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study examined Baekje's strategy of advancement into
Hwaseong and Osan areas by comprehensively examining tombs and
dwellings dating from the 2nd century to the 5th century. It focused
on the eastern inland areas of Hwaseong and Osan for analysis,
considering topography, its history, and the distribution-characteristics
of ancient tombs. Sites of the Hwaseong and Osan areas can be
divided into four groups: Hwangguji stream basin group, Balan
stream basin group, Jinwi stream basin group, and and Osan stream
basin group. These four local groups of Hwaseong and Osan areas
were found to have different characteristics in terms of three aspects:
whether or not the local culture was maintained, status, and amity
with Baekje. The Hwangguji and Balan stream basin sites were
found to be culturally diverse, indicating that the regional color of

these two areas was relatively weak. On the other hand, the local
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groups of the Jinwi and Osan stream basins maintained their own
local color in building dwellings and tombs up to the 5th century. In
addition, the status of the local communities of the Jinwi and Osan
stream basins remained high, as can be observed from excavated
artifacts, such as prestige goods. Meanwhile, the area of
Bongdam-eup in the Balan stream basin was found to be
characterized by its relatively low status, illustrated by its excavated
artifacts, and a high affinity with Baekje.

From the 4th century, Baekje attempted to dominate the Hwaseong
and Osan areas by using various methods, such as forming base
settlements, reorganizing existing villages, building fortresses, and
bestowing prestige goods. In the first half of the 4th century, Baekje
advanced into the Balan stream basin first and formed a base
settlement. The Balan-ri settlement site is similar to the base
settlements operated by Baekje, in terms of location and structure.
Therefore, the site can be considered as an original form of a Baekje
local city. It appears that Baekje advanced into the Balan stream
basin first due to the presence of the group responsible for the
construction of Gilseong-11 Fortress in the Jinwi stream basin and
the group responsible for the construction of earth—cut burials with
surrounding ditches in the Osan stream basin.

From the mid-4th century, Baekje reorganized or relocated its
central settlements and established new centers by building fortresses.
In the Jinwi stream basin area, Gilseong-1i Fortress (which had been
used up until the mid-4th century by the local groups of Gilseong-ri
and Yeo-1i) was abandoned and the settlements reorganized. In the
5th century, the construction of a fortress engineered by Baekje took
place. Sogeun Mountain Fortress was a central fortress, serving

military and administrative functions, which the Baekje center
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regarded as being highly important. In the process of reorganizing
settlements and constructing Sogeun Mountain Fortress, attempts
were made to establish a network of fortresses that enhanced
Baekje’s control over the region and made connections with the
transportation routes of the southern region of Gyeonggi Province. In
the Osan region, the phenomenon of settlement reorganization and
relocation can be observed from the mid-4th century. Given that a
central settlement site serving special functions, such as farming and
storage, and evidencing storage pits was established by Baekje in the
Osan stream basin, it 1s possible to infer that the line connecting
Osan, Hwaseong, and Pyeongtack was used as an important
transportation route from the mid-4th century onwards.

As the reorganization of settlements took place in the Jinwi and
Osan stream basins from the mid-4th century, prestige items came to
be buried as grave goods in the tombs of Soocheong—-dong, in Osan,
and Yo-ri, in Hwaseong. Reflected in the prestige goods is Baekje's
intention to reshuffle the social order of local communities by
selecting groups that had cooperated with Baekje's central power. At
Soocheong-dong, large tombs in which Baekje prestige goods were
absent were situated in separate locations in the late 4th century, and
their construction stopped altogether from the 5th century. On the
other hand, key tombs with prestige grave goods came to be
constructed in a different burial zone. Taking into the consideration
the fact that Wooden Cist Tomb No. 1 at Yo-ri, which yielded a
gilt-bronze crown cap and shoes, had a simple burial structure and
featured otherwise plain grave goods, it appears likely that the
deceased had not been a leader with high authority. The metal craft
items recovered from the Yo-ri wooden cist tomb do not appear to

have represented authority within the local community. Rather, they
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appear to have been items received by an individual that had
cooperated with the Baekje center or which had been used by Baekje
for control over the region.

Baekje’s advancement into the Hwaseong and Osan areas
differed according to period. From the mid-4th century, the strategy
of constructing new central settlements was replaced by actively
reorganizing the settlements of the pre—existing local communities or
by constructing central fortresses. The bestowing of prestige groups
to local groups was also used as a strategy for restructuring the

local internal order for Baekje's advantage.
keywords : Baekje, Hanseong Period, Hwaseong, Osan, central

fortresses, prestige goods
Student Numbpber : 2019-23928
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