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Abstract
Proposal of Eclectic Style Between Aesthetic-oriented
Design and Function-oriented Design

Eunsop Lee
Dept. of Design
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study identifies the limitations of modern design style based
on the contrast between aesthetic-oriented design and
function-oriented design, and proposes a design format that
compromises functionality and aesthetics as an alternative to
overcoming the limitations. Function—-oriented design originates
from modernism that emphasizes functionality. It is characterized by
simple and concise shapes and colors for mass production and
machine production during the Industrial Revolution. These
characteristics can also be found in cases such as "Detter Rams"

and "Apple" in modern times.

This study pointed out that simple and concise formative
elements are used only as formal styling elements through some
cases where formative features become too similar despite different
products or brands as limitations of modern function-oriented
design. Aesthetic-oriented design refers to designs that inherited
the spirit of postmodernism that pursued aesthetics in various ways,

and features inconsistent and unique shapes and colors depending
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on the design subject. Nowadays, the works of Alessandro Mendini
and Philippe Starck can be cited as examples. Unlike
postmodernism, which expresses aesthetics due to opposition to
functionalism, this study pointed out in some cases that the use of
complex and meaningless shapes 1is the Ilimit of modern

aesthetic—oriented design.

In order to examine the possibility of a compromise-type design,
this study examines the fundamental reasons and results of the
pursuit of aesthetic and functionality in design through examples.
As a result, the features classified as minimalism and maximalism in
modern times may appear to be in a counter—relationship when
compared only formatively, but from the viewpoint of expanding the
role of functions to functionality and aesthetics, both ideas (-ism)
do not deny that the nature of design is functionality and aesthetics,
but the direction to emphasize is different. As an example of the
Eclectic style, the works of designers Dieterams, Andrea Branch,
and brand Dyson were examined, and the possibility of practicing
the compromise form through the formulation of functions was

suggested.

As a compromise—type proposal, a work study was conducted to
set the process of operating parts and parts constituting the product
and the process of visualizing the operation results of the parts as
the scope of the function and shape them. To this end, a new form
of sculpture combination was discovered through the process of
decomposing the product into functional units and changing the
location between parts or combining the connection process

differently.

In the first study of the work, the Yangeun-balsang(Korean
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traditional nickel-silvered table) was redesigned to change the
status of an object whose value i1s considered light even though
there is no problem with its function. It was assumed that the
printed top and the exposed legs as a result of pursuing the
functionality for mass production and production cost reduction, the
formative style of those parts were redesigned to strengthen
aesthetics value. As a result of the study, to avoid meaningless
decorations, the method of applying molding with reasonable

principles and grounds were founded.

In the secondary study of works, extreme minimalism and
maximalism are combined according to three principles and applied
to objects. As a result of using the methods of emphasizing,
incorporating, or deliberately hiding the components, the research
shows that utilizing only the components of existing products could

be used to pursue economic functionality and aesthetic functionality.

In the third study of the work, the parts of the product are
rearranged through humidifier design and the process of each part
1s shaped in various ways. As a result, through the process of
reinterpreting the function of the product, the appearance of things
can be simplified and the use of meaningless decorations can be
inhibited.

Even the eclectic style between aesthetic-oriented design and
function-oriented design has the disadvantage of being economically
inefficient due to high production costs and complicated
manufacturing processes, it has advantage of overcoming
similarities between products when aiming for rationality by
inducing product shaping from various interpretations. Therefore, it

1S expected to help experimental design projects that value
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formative differentiation and creativity rather than mass production.

keywords : Function-oriented, aesthetic—oriented, minimalism,

maximalism, Eclectic style
Student Number : 2014-25029
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