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Abstract

Policy Network Analysis of
Child Protection Response

SONG HYUN MIN
Department of Public Administration
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Recently, the government of Republic of Korea has re-established
the Child Protection Response system, focusing on the roles of the
national police, local governments and ©private organizations
specializing in child protection. The government has enacted a
number of policies so as to actively prevent the tragedies of child
abuse. Considering the government organization and policies that have
been re-organized so far, the system can be classified into 3 stages:
“Detection - Separation - Recovery.” In this paper, the effectiveness
of each detailed stage of the child protection response system was
examined and policy implications were derived through the policy
network analysis at the policy execution stage. Especially, it 1is

meaningful in that the paper confirmed the feasibility of Problem
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Oriented Governance. Specifically, the problems of the current child
abuse response system 1s successfully identified by the results of
policy network analysis which emphasize interactions among
participants and the structural efficiency of the network rather than
simply explaining that it is due to a lack of budget and manpower.
As for research methodologies of policy network analysis, text
network analysis, policy case research, and in—depth interviews were
conducted. In order to understand the general contents of the policy
network, a text network analysis was conducted based on the policy
data listed on the “Korean Policy Briefing” website. And major
policies regarding each stage of the system were examined through
policy case studies. Also, a case of Yong-in city was selected to
conduct policy case researches and in-depth interviews. Interviews
were conducted with 5 police officers from the police precinct of
Yong-in, 2 APOs(Anti-abuse Police Officer) from the police station of
the east part of Yong-in, 1 local government officials from child
protection team, 2 employee from child protection agency of Yong-in.
As a result, a lot of evidence was found that the child protection
response system 1s not being 1implemented as planned by the
government. In the ‘Detection’ stage, since participants with fewer
resources participate sooner, the work 1is carried out inefficiently
which negatively affects the victim. In the ‘Separation’ stage, we can
take a look at some problems which i1s caused by an attitude of
participants focusing on ‘separation’ rather than ‘protection’. In the
‘Recovery’ stage, it was proved that the quality of case management
impoverished due to the nature of the vertical interaction between the
child protection agency responsible for actual policy implementation
and the child protection team. Lastly, in terms of common solutions,

computerized system which consolidates all the administrative data
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and criminal justice data of the victims and perpetrators should be
established. Moreover, there’s a need for a measure to cultivate a
collaborative sense of purpose so that the type of interaction between
participants will more likely to become ‘cooperation’ rather than

‘conflict’ or ‘negotiation’.

Keywords : Child Abuse, Neglect, Policy Network, Policy
Implementation, Social Network Analysis, Text
Network Analysis

Student Number : 2020-24435
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