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ABSTRACT

A Study on Novel Reading Education
through Gender Construction of Character

- Focusing on queer character -

Suhyeon, Choi
The Department of Korean Language Education

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this study is to clarify the concept and process
of novel reading education through gender construction of a
character and to present specific educational plans by paying
attention to the gender of character in novel reading. In
particular, this study identifies the gender of a character as an
essential factor influencing the understanding of the character. It
aims to devise novel reading education through gender
construction of character, focusing on the ambiguity inherent in
the gender.

Character is a critical element in the interpretation of novels,
and even within literature education, novel education centered on
characters has been discussed a lot. However, understanding a
person is mainly based on the character’s personality, and gender

has no more meaning than one piece of information in

- 137 - A !_-:;



understanding the character. However, even if the reader is not
aware of it, the gender of the character has a significant
influence on the interpretation of the character, which is
essentially not transparent. Therefore, the gender of the character
is not simply treated as a matter of fact judgment but needs to
be an object of inquiry.

This study, citing Judith Butler's discussion, identified gender as
uncertainty constructed of several signs. In addition, referring to
Wolfgang Iser’'s concept of blank, tried to discover a gender of
character as a blank that has not functioned as such so far. The
blank in text is an uncertain place in the novel that needs to be
discovered and filled by the reader during the reading process.
The blank also plays a role in strengthening the interaction
between the text and the reader. Therefore, discovering the
gender of a character as a blank makes it possible for the reader
to interact more actively with the text filling the blank of
“gender” and wusing the gender as a resource for text
interpretation.

In the end, ‘reading a novel through gender construction of
character” can be defined as a reading that discovers new
meanings of the text by finding the gender of the character as
blank in the novel and filling it out. In particular, this study
attempted to find the possibility of such gender construction
through queer characters because queer characters whose gender
is vague reveal the contradictions in the gender of character more
directly. Through these queer characters, the learning reader will
reflect again on gender that has been accepted as a fact without
doubt and further, recognize the meanings newly discovered

through gender construction for standard novels.
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Specifically, this study sets the process of reading novels
through the gender construction of character was set as 1)
perception of ambiguity of gender of character 2) gender
construction of character 3) appropriation of the text through
gender construction of character. Based on this, the learning
reader’s interpretation text and interview contents were analyzed,
and it was confirmed that the learning readers performed gender
construction through this steps. The learning reader first
recognized the ambiguity of the gender of a character,
complained of difficulties, or showed a positive perception of this
ambiguity. The perception of ambiguity of gender naturally led
the reader to construct the gender of the character. In this
process, conventional wisdom and reflective reasoning worked
simultaneously. In addition, this process of gender construction
allowed readers to reflect on the personal and social perceptions
of gender, showing the possibility of re-meaning the text.

However, the limitations were also revealed in the learning
reader’s reading process. Education plans were suggested as a
supplement to each limitation of process that overlooks the
ambiguity of character’'s gender, reproduces fixed gender
perception, and derives conventional lessons through disregarding
of gender.

Specific educational goals were to enhance the ability of
understanding character in novel reading, foster awareness of
gender in a constructional point of view, and expand
understanding of others through reflection on humans. There are
three contents of education for this: ‘recognition of the
relationship between character and gender’, ‘understand of

non-fixed gender through queer character’, ‘re-meaning of the
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text through an understanding of character’. Specific methods to
realize the contents of education were presented as ‘comparison
of representation and reading patterns of characters according to
gender’, ‘gender construction of character through describing
gender signs’, and ‘interpretation through segmental reading and
sharing contents of interpretation’.

This study is significant because it has expanded the scope of
character interpretation and diversified the method of reading
novels by using gender of character as a new resource for
character interpretation. It is also meaningful in that it proposed
a new educational plan called gender construction to promote the
active reading of learning readers, as it newly discovers the
gender of character as a blank. Through this, learning readers will
broaden their human understanding and have a new opportunity
to appropriate novels, which will provide meaningful literary

experiences to themselves.

Keywords : gender construction, blank, understanding character,
queer, novel reading education
Student Number : 2020-27642
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