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Abstract

Comparative study on performance techniques of
Chinese Guzheng and Korean Gayageum

—Centered on "Deep Night” and "Nando Fantasia”-

ZHOUXUAN PENG
Department of Music
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The guzheng and gayageum played an important role in the musical

history of the two countries. Gayageum has become one of the
representative  Musical Instruments  with  traditional = Korean
characteristics. It has similarities with Guzheng 1in terms of
performance method, shape and structure. At the same time, in the
long historical changes, guzheng and Gayageum have been developed
by leaps and bounds, derived a lot of songs with traditional music
characteristics. This paper studies the Chinese zither solo "Deep
Night” and South Korean Gayageum solo "Namdo Fantasia” from
three aspects of overview of works, analysis of musical structure and
analysis of performance methods.

This paper compares and analyzes the performance techniques of
"Deep Night” composed for guzheng and “"Namdo Fantasia” composed
for gayageum, and draws the following conclusions.

First, the playing methods of guzheng and Gayageum are similar.

Guzheng playing techniques The right hand with thumb, index finger,

_5’7_



middle finger as the traditional playing techniques, combined with the
left hand tremolo, glide and other ways, add music characteristics. In
gayageum, the right hand is usually played with the thumb, index
finger, and middle finger, but there are also different playing
techniques. Both of them are different in music and aesthetics. The
guzheng emphasizes the skill of performance, pursues speed and
external beauty of performance, while the Gayageum emphasizes the
depth of musical performance.

Second, although the artistic characteristics of guzheng and

Gayageum are similar, they each have their own unique musical
cultural characteristics. In the structure of the music, rhythm and
beat, melody progress, timbre changes and other aspects of the same,
but also with the uniqueness of traditional music theme composition.
It reflects the characteristics of different ethnic music cultures.
Third, the performance techniques and musical styles of "Deep
Night,” composed for guzheng, and "Namdo Fantasia,” composed for
sanjo gayageum are common, so the performance methods of the two
pieces can be borrowed from each other and the musical repertoire
can be exchanged.

By studying the composition of guzheng and Gayageum with
traditional music as the theme, the author has a deep understanding
of the performance techniques and musical styles of the two
instruments. By comparing the musical cultures of guzheng and
Gayageum, we can further understand the traditional Chinese folk
instruments and Korean traditional folk instruments, and learn from
the playing methods of the two instruments to play musical pieces of

each other.
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