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Abstract

A Study on the Aspect of Changes

in Chinese New Realistic Novels

- Focusing on Chili, FangFang, and Liu Zhenyun-

Sun Rong
Department of Chinese Language and Literature

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This thesis intensively considered a certain relation between new realistic
novels of the 1980s-1990s in China and the novels created afterwards,
focusing on the novels published in 1986-2017 by the relative authors of
new realistic novels such as Chili, FangFang, and Liu Zhenyun, based on
the concept of post-new realistic novel. In the academia so far, there have
been discussions focusing on the new realistic novel works published in
the 1980s-1990s. It has been explained that the new realistic novels as a
school or trend vanished into thin air after the 1990s. However, paying
attention to the fact in which those three authors were actively working in
the literary world even after 2000, and they continued the significant
literary writing targeting the reality of China in the 21% century, it would
be difficult to say that there are no common features in their works any

more based on the existing evaluation saying the creation of new realistic

- 257 - A - _-:: |



novels was stopped after the 1990s.

Of course, after the 2000s, the three authors show distinct differences in
many aspects such as author’s interest, materials of work, and aesthetic
characteristics. However, in the works of the 1980s-1990s called the era of
new realistic novels and after 2000s regarded as the era when the new
realistic novels disappeared in the history of literature, the researcher found
a common feature in which they concentrated on describing the ‘daily life
of ordinary Chinese citizens’. In other words, in the aspect of continuously
maintaining the basic creation attitude or perspective of new realistic
novels published in the past even in the 2010s, the novels by the three
authors must have the diachronic continuity.

Thus, considering this fact, this study suggests to examine the three
authors’ works published from 1986 to 2017 by dividing them into different
periods such as new realistic novels and post—new realistic novels. First, in
order to explain the birth and development background of new realistic
novels, Chapter 2 in the body introduces the changes in urban daily life of
ordinary citizens after the reform/opening by dividing them into the 1980s,
after the South Tour Talks in 1992, and the 2000s. Based on the
explanation of this background, the creation of novels by the authors Chili,
FangFang, and Liu Zhenyun is described by dividing the writing in the
period of new realistic novels and the period of post-new realistic novels
into two paragraphs. And based on the concrete contents of ordinary
citizens’ daily life shown in works, their creation of new realistic novels
were classified into the former part and latter part.

Chapter 3 discourses on the writing handling the ordinary Chinese
citizens’ daily life by Chili, FangFang, and Liu Zhenyun in the period of
new realistic novels. In the former stage of new realistic novels, the three
authors describe the ordinary citizens' daily life always suffering from the

lack of goods, and their agony and helplessness felt from this life. In the
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latter stage of new realistic novels, even though the three authors still
describe the ordinary citizens daily life, they start paying more attention to
the daily life of ordinary citizens who are represented as successful people,
and the ordinary citizens desire for it. In other words, the ordinary
citizens’ envy of middle class has become the center of description.

After discoursing on each author’s creation of new realistic novels, it
discusses their criticism of reality behind their daily life. The ordinary
citizens’ difficult life described by three authors in the former stage of new
realistic novels is not a problem just limited to the individual level. The
problematic phenomena such as corruption of government officials,
double-price system, and black market trade in daily life are related to the
irrationality inherent in the past planned economy system of China. For
this reason, the writing of individual ordinary citizen's daily life is
indirectly reflecting the elements of system composing the condition and
background of daily life such as national policy and economic system. In
other words, those authors indirectly criticize the Chinese government of
the time that could not guarantee the minimum material desire, through the
description of economically—poor life of ordinary citizens.

In the latter stage of new realistic novels, the three authors aimed to
objectively show the problems of Chinese-characteristic socialistic market
economy system in the process of describing the ordinary citizens desire
for becoming the middle class. For example, many phenomena such as
abuse of power, overflowing mammonism, unemployment, and
environmental pollution shown in novels are connected to the irrationality
shown 1n the process of rapid economic development of China. However,
this does not mean the three authors completely got out of the tendency of
literary marketization of the time. In this period, as intellectual writers,
they not only showed the look of sharply pointing out the irrationality of

society, but also showed a bit of vulgar taste such as beautifying a
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successful person and emphasizing some romantic elements to meet the
readers’ expectation at the same time. Like this, the authors’ ambiguous
and uncertain attitude of criticism could be understood as a method to
express their internal contradiction they  experienced in  the
commercialization era.

Chapter 4 discourses on the writing of ordinary citizens daily life by
Chili, FangFang, and Liu Zhenyun in the period of post-new realistic
novels. In this period, the three authors’ creation gets changed a lot
compared to the period of new realistic novels. The novel characters the
three authors put up are not the ordinary citizens who are just obsessed
about satisfying the needs of necessities of life any more. They are all the
weak of Chinese society, face different difficulties and frustrations in daily
life, and make different choices. The female characters of Chili’s novels in
this period go through all sorts of frustrations, realize that the
sexually—discriminative reality of society obstructs them, and then achieve
their social success through economic independence after getting out of the
dependence on men. Meanwhile, the unemployed laborer or the ant tribe
described in FangFang’s novels are honest good-natured people even in
their physically-poor situations. Through the irony in which such
good—natured people face misfortunes, the author satirizes and criticizes the
malformed society which 1s tougher for good-hearted people. The
characters Liu Zhenyun describes endlessly fight against the government
officials to keep their own rights and benefits. For example, in order to
prove her innocence, a rural woman, Li Xuelian fought against the
government officials for 20 years, and as a result, she dragged down many
government officials. Revealing a series of processes in which a personal
incident is changed to a public incident, Liu Zhenyun exposes the social
problems such as idle bureaucratic society and absence of communication

between citizens and the government. The three authors concentrated on
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illuminating the irrationality of Chinese society, and the intensity of their
criticism gets very sharp.

The ‘new realistic novels’ are more than a single literary trend, school,
and trend of creation simply shown in a specific period of history. Even
though the history of literature interprets that the creation of new realistic
novels as a literary school or trend ended after the 2000s, the authors like
ChiLi, FangFang, and Liu Zhenyun are still aiming for the post-ideological
approach to the reality of life by intervening in reality through literature
based on the realistic spirit just as the new realistic novels. That is why
the creation by Chili, FangFang, and Liu Zhenyun should be regarded as
falling under the category of post-new realistic novels. In other words,
even though the three authors went through lots of changes till the 21°
century after starting from a single root of new realistic novel in the
1980s, they maintain the basic consciousness of problems as authors, and
inherit the critical spirit of new realistic novels. Concretely, this spirit
might be an attitude that endlessly faces the irrationality in Chinese society
in the level of micro—politics. In the aspect of intervening in reality and
criticizing the reality by using novels as a tool, their works in the period
of post-new realistic novels still show the attitude of creation in the period
of new realistic novels. The post-new realistic novels based on the spirit
of new realistic novels need to be more explored in the future as a case of

Chinese literature that has accomplished the historicality and nowness.
keywords : ordinary Chinese citizens, daily life, new realistic novels,

the critical spirit, Chili, FangFang, Liu Zhenyun
Student Number : 2016-30738
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