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Abstract

Study on Earlier Korean Translations of Modem
Chinese Literature
---With Yang Baeck Hua, Jeong Rae Dong and
Kim Kuang-Ju’s translation of The True Story of Ah
QO as the study case

Piao chunxiang

Chinese Language and Literature
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This paper aims to discuss the problems in Chinese-Korean
translation through the analysis of three Korean versions of The True
Story of Ah @, a masterpiece of Lu Xun. As previous studies on
Korean translation of this book mostly focused on versions after the
1960s with rare attention paid to those in earlier periods, this paper
selected Korean versions completed by Yang Baekhwa, Jeong Raedong
and Kim Kwangju as the research objects. With drastic social changes
of Korea, China and Japan at that time taken into account as the
background, this paper tried to review the translation career of the
above-mentioned three translators, so as to discover the translation
problems available in earlier Chinese-Korean translations of Lu Xun’s
novels, and to look into the bigger picture of Chinese-Korean
literature translation.

After that, the paper further explored how translation concepts

_87_



accepted by the above-mentioned three translators influenced their
translation work of Chinese literature, which were Liang Qichao’s
enlightenment consciousness and Yan Fu’s translation criteria
“faithfulness, expressiveness and elegance”, loyalty to the original text
and foreignization, as well as the preference for domestication
respectively. Based on empirical resources, the paper probed into the
incorrectness in previous studies to provide important references for
future studies.

Besides, the author conducted specific case studies on the three
translation versions. While ensuring translatability and diversity, the
author first identified obvious mistranslations through the case studies
of the three versions, then classified these mistakes to summarize
problems existing in earlier Korean translations of modern Chinese
literature.

The paper elaborated on how different translation principles can
influence the choices in translation. Considering the comments on Kim
Kwangju’s translation mostly originated from anecdotes and hearsays,
570 translation cases of Kim Kwangju were analyzed to make up for
the lack of empirical materials. Besides, three rounds of observation
which were respectively centered around each translator were

conducted, so as to ensure the objectivity of results.

Yang Baekhwa, who was proficient in classical Chinese, inherited Yan Fu’s
translation criteria “faithfulness, expressiveness and elegance” in the translation of
classical Chinese, and intimidated Hu Shi’s style when translating vernacular
Chinese. Jeong Raedong was fluent in both classical Chinese and vernacular
Chinese. As he attached great importance to the “faithfulness” in Yan Fu’s
translation, he tended to adopt literal translation. As for Kim Kwangju, 16 years
living in China cultivated his expertise in vernacular Chinese and boosted his
preference for domestication. Ultimately, the differences in the choices of translation
subject and translation features among the three translators resulted from the
contemporary background and their translation viewpoints. In this sense, in terms of

enlightenment, Yang Baekhwa was the best in restoring Lu Xun’s ideas. When it
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came to loyalty, Jeong Raedong excelled, and Kim Kwangju was the most

expressive one in creating the atmosphere of “desperation”.

keywords : Chinese-Korean translation, Lu Xun, The True
Story of Ah Q, Yang Baek-Hua, Jeong Rae-Dong, Kim
Kuang-Ju

Student Number . 2013-22428
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