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Abstract
A Qualitative Study on the

Experience of Collaborative
Instructional Design and
Development of Elementary

Gender Equality Class

— Focused on Teachers of

Research Group A —

YU, SO—HYEON
Department of Social Studies Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University
Major Advisor : Cho, Young—Dal, Ph. D.

Even though many studies have been conducted to improve the
quality of gender equality education in schools over the past 20
years, it was found that teachers still experience considerable
difficulties in the process of implementing gender equality education
in schools. Therefore, it is now necessary to conduct a practical

study to explore how the proposed improvement plan for school
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gender equality education based on prior research can be realized in
the field. To do this, we should start by examining the context of
school gender equality education, which is a research site. It is not
easy to actively practice gender equality education in schools due to
the absence of a standard curriculum that provides specific operating
guidelines, textbooks lacking a gender equality perspective, teachers'
low levels of awareness of gender equality, and backlash to gender
equality education from inside and outside schools.

Based on the above discussion, I took the experience of the
teachers of research group A, who have been making and sharing
class materials for gender equality class for the past several years,
as a research topic. By examining their activities, I tried to confirm
how meaningful gender equality class can be implemented even In
the current situation where it is difficult to practice gender equality
education. Accordingly, the research problem in this study is: “What
1s the meaning of the experience of collaborative instructional design
and development of elementary gender equality class that teachers
organize?” The research questions to solve this problem begin with:
'First, what are teachers' activities for collaborative instructional
design and development of elementary gender equality class?'

The methodology of this study is a feminist qualitative study.
Feminist qualitative research aims to “foster empowerment and
emancipation for women and other marginalized groups’ and
“promote social change and social justice for women(Hesse—Biber &
Leavy, 2007: 4).” 1T thought that the feminist qualitative research
method was appropriate in that this study deals with school gender
equality education, which has been otherized by the androcentric
perspective, and explores the possibility of change in this process of

otherization. In—depth interviews, which are known to be very
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useful when approaching subjugated voices, was used as the main
data collection method for conducting the study.

The results of this study are summarized as follows. First, in the
collaborative instructional design and development of gender equality
class in elementary schools, the participants' class materials went
through collaborative 'revision' and became ‘'essential' data.
Participants examined all elements of the materials, from words to
pictures, to create a new material that every participant could agree
on. The material revision was made to verify the truth of its
content and to deliver the lesson “points” well. Taking into
consideration the users who would not have been able to participate
in the collaborative instructional design and development activity,
participants added detailed guidance so that the intention of the
instruction was not distorted. Next, the results of examining the
materials created by the participants in terms of goals, contents, and
methods are as follows. The materials were developed with the goal
of bringing about change to gender—equal individuals and society,
and in order to achieve this, participants choose the content that can
properly show the reality and the way that students realize the
necessity and importance of gender equality on their own.

Second, the experience of collaborative instructional design and
development of elementary gender equality class showcased the
participants’ “growth” by overcoming the ‘difficulty’ of collaborative
instructional design and development of elementary gender equality
class through ‘solidarity’. First, the participants experienced
'difficulty' while participating in the collaborative instructional design
and development of elementary gender equality class. The first
reason was the difference in the participants' values on gender

equality (education). The second was the absence of an official
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standard curriculum that can support gender equality education, and
the third was the reality of not being protected from backlash to
gender equality education. Because of this, the participants had to
design and develop the materials based on their personal
experiences and capabilities, and they were experiencing difficulties
in taking responsibility for the results as well. The second theme,
‘solidarity’, was about how the participants overcame the above
difficulties. Participants were able to relieve the anxiety they felt
during instructional design and development alone by revising the
materials together in a safe space, sharing reflective journals. In
addition, thanks to the “voluntary coercion” of collaborative
activities, they were able to continue their activities despite physical
and mental difficulties. The third theme, ‘growth’, is the result of
the participants overcoming ‘difficulties’ through ‘solidarity’. The
participants were equipped with “abundance” to fully prepare for
gender equality class by sharing their knowledge and experiences
through the interaction of collaborative design and development
activities. And through the improvement of gender equality class
based on the strengthened individual competence, the change to a
gender—equal society was pursued.

By synthesizing the above, I attempted to interpret the experience
of collaborative instructional design and development of elementary
gender equality class constructed by teachers as ‘empowerment’.
This is because the strengthened competence of the participants
was leading to social change through a collective movement, and this
experience itself became the driving force to sustain their activities.
I explored the empowerment of the participants based on the
concepts of ‘expertise’, ‘consciousness’, and ‘power’. First, the

participants acquired instructional design and development strategies
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through a kind of practice of collaborative instructional design and
development activities and cultivated professionalism by constructing
practical knowledge about gender equality class. Next, the
participants realized that their powerless position was a social
structural problem due to the imbalance of power relations and
experienced a consciousness that their practice should move from
the individual level to the social level. And consciousness led to
power to lead social change through collective action. Participants
create a new board about ‘gender equality class’ by their
collaborative instructional design and development of gender equality
class which was not properly treated in the existing school
education system. And by sharing the instructional materials they
had created online, they were growing the board. Through this, the
participants were making a change in the existing order in which

gender equality class had been otherized.

Key words: gender equality class, collaborative instructional design
and development, empowerment(expertise,
consciousness, power), feminist qualitative research
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