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Abstract

Tal-corset movement participants:

experiences and their understanding of feminism-

Park, Hyejung
Interdisciplinary Program in Gender Studies
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study questions how young Korean women have come to understand their
rejection of beauty practices as feminist movement as shown in the tal-corset
movement and examines the way they experienced beauty practices as well as how
their perception on beauty changed over the course of becoming feminists. In-depth
interviews with 12 movement participants were conducted for this research.

The findings show that movement participants became feminists under the
inspiration of newly emergent online feminist movement that began in 2015.
Women’s online communities that formed in early 2000s became women-only
spaces where women could bond with and support each other. Over time, these
online spaces became political and feminist, and triggered the emergence of Megalia,
a feminist website, in 2015. In Megalia, women in earnest started analysing beauty
practices from feminist perspectives and adopted the term ‘corset’ to describe
patriarchal norms that oppress women. Through discussions, women have come to
recognize beauty practices as the marker of women’s second-class citizenship and
something that facilitates objectification of women and makes women spend
unnecessary time and money. As the discussions progressed, women also recognized
their own influences on other women — especially young girls — of promoting beauty

practices. This awareness reinforced the justification that women should reject
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beauty practices all together in order to advance women’s rights.

Several factors contributed to the spread of the tal-corset movement. First, some
feminist websites and women’s online communities adopted policies that banned
their members from displaying their beauty practices and encouraged them to upload
posts that showed their tal-corset actions. Secondly, women-only rallies in 2018
provided women with opportunities to meet tal-corset movement participants face to
face. These experiences not only helped women be more brave about their rejection
of beauty practices but also contributed to the creation of sense of belonging among
women who participated in the movement. As more women joined the cause,
movement participants were able to have support groups around them that helped
them continue their tal-corset practices in spite of the social pressure that imposed
beauty practices. Now ‘tal-corset feminists’ became a reference group that provided
a reference point upon which women decided the practices related to their
appearances.

Tal-corset movement has also shown its challenges over the years. Since the
movement mobilized the logic that emphasized the social influences that women’s
rejection of beauty practice have on other women, it also facilitated formation of
criticism against women who still perform beauty practices. This reasoning gives
rise to the contradiction that shows women blaming other women for women’s
oppression and causes the reference group ‘tal-corset feminists’ to become a border
between tal-corset participants and non-participants. This limitation is asking for
new perspectives that recognize various disciplinary powers on women’s bodies and

beauty practices.

Keywords : tal-corset, feminism, Megalia, misogyny, women’s online
community, beauty practice, reference group
Student Number : 2019-22886
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