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48) Michael Oliver, Understanding Disability: From Theory to Practice, St.
Martin's Press, 1996, pp. 32-33.

49) 22 WE FofskAEo] ook 2L M| =AE wolEe AL oprh olEHd
E AM92dol(Tom Shakespeare)= Aol Ars|Z mEo] 71—»}0}3’_ Je AJAES
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49 A2 s &2 A 2e Aoidde] 35 AYE FRokl Avke &9
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El_]_—,__q- }H]Zﬂ] XT-OH7]— :’LZX—] Hﬂxﬂq /K]—Eolﬂ—‘— CQX]-O /K]—O 010 7HO]_,] E)\o}-
595 S & ey 1 7heol Agolijlel = T ol 4‘3]7} = Zo] "ot 1
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51) Ibid.

52) W4, PR oA F3 Q7] 299E, 2020, 549E.

53) olg} #2 X ‘ﬂ% =9 EAAT ARRE AAY 2% Qo] 9 23} AA ] APstAL
ol£¥ EYE 4 (&= 7iFel, &I o Jido] ARt FiEol 7S e =
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%o o Aot st 19900 o238 U9 FofsiiEE EHH o2 £oF AE
=2 F2% B4 e R 4ot Ao AEY EAE tF7] AR ol =9= o
HoZ AYP=Eo] gk=d|, I FAF FA2 Alice Hall, Literature and Disability,
Routledge, 2016, pp. 30-35. &%,
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s}, 234, 2013, 90-914. :
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Abstract

A Study on the Representation of
Disability in the Korean 5-18

Novels

Lee Ji-Hun
Department of Korean Language and Literature
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study is an analysis of the Korean novels narrates 5-18(May
18th) from the perspective of disability studies. To establish that
the Korean 5-18 novels have progressed with the embodiment of
various disabled characters, and to discuss their meanings and
problems are the key tasks of the study. A procedure to examine
how those novels have used the concept of impairment and
disability, and the framework of which the representation of
disabled characters were based on, was put in the place for this.
Unlike previous studies that have interpreted disabled characters
in the novels as device, which evoke the tragedy of 5-18, this
study is designed to understand the entire narratives by focusing
on disabled characters.

5-18 was an event that the “bodies” of numerous members of
the society were encountered above all. Many Korean novels have
given the lights on the situation that many bodies had to face in

May 1980, and the changes they experienced afterwards. Having
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done so, they requested special attention to the meaning of the
5-18 experiences. These novels were required the bodies and lifes
of characters to embody the severe impairment due to 5-18, and
these characters were given important roles in the narratives,
such as informing the damage and pain left by 5-18 experiences,
and the severity of 5-18 itself. This study attempted to reevaluate
the project of the novels that have reconstructed 5-18 with
disabled characters. Thus, what is placed at the center of the
discussion in this study, are various effects that the representation
of disabled characters have, in and out of the texts.

Chapter 2 reviewed the novels that gave ‘“accuracy’ to
characters, who embodied the impairment of bodies and the
disability of lifes after 5-18. Accuracy refers to the quality that
the politics of distortion and denial toward 5-18 cannot possesses,
but speaks of the unique experience of those who had undergone
5-18. However, the process of the narratives was carried out by
assigning the position of “others” to disabled characters. Disability
was used only as a metaphor for tragedy, and a condition that
requires treatment and correction. Such representation is not far
from a framework of ableism, which only accepts a specific type
of body and life as “normal.” In this regard, a critical analysis of
the novels that sought to publicize 5-18 was necessary. On the
other hand, it is true that Korean novels have had strong
influences on publicizing 5-18. It became possible by the struggles
of those novels that stared the pain associated with 5-18, and
tried to create a language for it. Overall, this chapter aimed to
demonstrate the achievements of some of those novels that sought
positive prospects, while to embody the bodies and lives of
disabled characters that intersect at realities of various emotions.

Chapter 3 attempted to reevaluate the so-called “Literary History
of May,” which is often described as allowing literature to carry

out historicizing of 5-18, starting with the full-length novelization
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of 5-18. What was interesting is the fact that the full-length
novelization have also entailed the representation of disabled
characters, yet the specific aspect was not very different from the
short stories that represented disabled characters as “others.”
Although having presented more diverse situations of 5-18,
disabled characters in these narratives are delineated in
monotonous and flat figures, used only as a means to achieve a
specific purpose. The fact that these novels did not consider the
embodiment of disabled characters seriously, contrasts with their
attempts to reveal the historical significance of 5-:18 throughout
narratives in various ways. It is clear that the publication of series
of full-length novels opened a new situation for novelization of
5-18, but a new situation in regarding disability as “abnormal”
had never happened. By revealing this point, the chapter again
emphasized the necessity of reexamining the novelization process
of 5-18, focusing on the representation of disabled characters.
Chapter 4 dealt with novels that were not based on the ableism.
Novels focused in this chapter are opening a new horizon for the
representation of disabled characters in 5-18. Not reconstructing
the significance of 5-18 experiences under a single time and
space of Gwangju in May 1980 allows the novels to take an
attitude that does not regard impaired bodies and disabled lives
as secondary in 5-18 novelization. In these novels, the disabled
characters are depicted as actively intervening in reality, and
further more interrogating it, which allow these characters to be
located at the “center” of the narratives. Therefore, this chapter
evaluated the novels that strongly question the "compensation
phase" and criticize the nation's irresponsibility, and create a new
form of testimonies centered on a community led by disabled
characters, as a profound achievement. These novels require close
attentions in that they clearly show the representation of disability

cannot be achieved only by emphasizing its characteristic of as
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“abnormal.”

Finally, disabled characters do not appear only in the novels
that narrates 5-18. There are many Korean novels that depict
disability. However, it is relatively recent that studies to analyze
these figures as ‘“real figures” in which various realities intersect,
rather than metaphors or symbols representing something else
being conducted. Above all, this study tried to emphasize that the
studying the representation of disability can be expanded to
diverse fields by seeking a point of contact between 5:18 as the
historical event and the disability studies. The study expects that
the work of this study provides impetus in the study of
representation of disability along with the study of “5-18 Novels.”

B Keywords : 518, 5-18 Novels, Impairment, Disability, Disability
Studies, Ableism, Normality

B Student Number : 2019-25476
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